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Background

• In the year 1989, the United Nations General Assembly designated 13 October as International 
Day for Disaster Risk Reduction (IDDRR) to promote a global culture of disaster reduction, 
including disaster prevention, mitigation and preparedness

• It is an opportunity for all, including governments, local governments, community groups, civil 
society organisations, the private sector, international organisations and the UN family, to 
promote best practice at international, regional and national level across all sectors, to reduce 
disaster risk and disaster losses. 

• The 2021 edition of the IDDRR focuses on Target F of the Sendai Framework- Substantially 
enhance international cooperation to developing countries through adequate and sustainable 
support to complement their national actions for implementation of the present framework by 
2030. 



SAMARTH-2021 

• As a symbol of solidarity with the global efforts to observe the celebrations related to the IDDRR,
the Himachal Pradesh State Disaster Management Authority (HPSDMA) has been organizing an
Annual Mass Awareness Campaign on Disaster Risk Reduction titled- ‘Samarth’ since 2011.

• Within the limits of the Model Code of Conduct imposed due to elections, and the restrictions
due to COVID-19 pandemic; this year the focus of IEC campaign was primarily on schools, where
various district level competitions were organized focusing on various aspects of Disaster Risk
Reduction and building resilience.

• The Departments of Elementary and Higher Education organized various competitions at school
level. The HPSDMA provided funds to the tune of Rs. 2.00 lakh each, to the Departments of
Elementary & Higher Education. All the District Disaster Management Authority(s) (DDMAs)
actively supported the conduct and organization of these school level initiatives and
programmes.



Glimpses of Various 
Competitions Organized 
at School Level during 

SAMARTH 2021



Slogan Writing Competition 





Poster Making Competition 







Essay Writing Competition





Photography Competition 



Mock Drills and 
Awareness 
Generation 
Activities at 

Various 
Schools 







Conclusion & Recommendations 

• The HPSDMA and DDMAs are committed towards organizing capacity
building and awareness generation programmes at various levels.

• Addressing the vertical of School Safety thorough these capacity building
initiatives is extremely important, as the safety and security of children is
of utmost importance.

• In future, we may also organize competitions between DDMAs, inviting
their proposals for activities under ‘Samarth’ and may select the best
districts based on outreach, execution and documentation efforts.

• Media coverage for ‘Samarth’ event will generate the much-needed
awareness, hence this may also be encouraged in future capacity building
events.


