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Celebration of Mass Campaign for International Day for Disaster Risk
Reduction (IDDRR) 'SAMARTH 2024’

1. Introduction

The International Day for Disaster Risk Reduction (IDDRR), established by the United Nations
General Assembly in 1989, is observed annually on 13th October. Its primary aim is to promote
a global culture of disaster risk reduction by emphasizing prevention, mitigation, and
preparedness. Over the years, IDDRR has become a significant international event, recognizing
progress in disaster management and inspiring ongoing efforts to build resilient communities and
nations. The theme for IDDRR 2024, “Empowering the Next Generation for a Resilient Future,”

highlights the crucial role of youth in fostering a safer, disaster-prepared world.

In Himachal Pradesh, the Himachal Pradesh State Disaster Management Authority
(HPSDMA) leads statewide initiatives, while District Disaster Management Authorities

(DDMASs) execute district-level activities with the support of relevant departments.

In alignment with this global observance, Himachal Pradesh had been organizing an
annual mass awareness campaign called SAMARTH since 2011, aimed at enhancing public
understanding of Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR). SAMARTH-2024 focused on creating safer
schools and communities. The campaign included a range of events at the state, district, and
community levels, complemented by the distribution of Information, Education, and
Communication (IEC) materials designed to educate diverse audiences. HPSDMA leveraged
print, electronic, and social media platforms to advocate for safe construction practices, disaster

preparedness, and effective response strategies.



2. Objectives

Promote safe construction practices and disaster risk governance.

Foster community-level disaster preparedness.

Involve youth and local communities in disaster risk reduction.
Leverage technology for effective disaster response and communication.

3. Key Activities during SAMARTH-2024

3.1. IEC Campaign through Multi-Media

News Flashes, Documentaries, and Videos: Produced and disseminated content
emphasizing disaster risk governance and the Sendai Framework.

Social Media Engagement: Active use of Twitter, Facebook, and YouTube to amplify
campaign messages.

Radio and TV Jingles: Focused on topics such as landslides, flash floods, and safe
construction practices.

Traditional Folk Media: Street plays (Nukkad Natak), visual vans, and Kala Jatha
performances were conducted statewide.

Preparatory Meeting of SAMARTH — 2024 with Line Departments



3.2. Workshops by TCP & UD Departments
o Conducted workshops targeting urban planners, engineers, architects, and masons.

As part of the comprehensive statewide campaign SAMARTH-2024, commemorating the
International Day for Disaster Risk Reduction (IDDRR), a half-day orientation and preparatory workshop
was organized on September 13th, 2024, for engineers from the Town & Country Planning and Urban
Development Departments. Held in hybrid mode at the HP Secretariat, Shimla, the workshop aimed to
raise awareness on disaster-resilient construction practices and equip participants to promote safe urban
planning. Eminent experts, including Er. Ajay Chourasia and Er. S.K. Negi from CBRI Roorkee,
delivered insightful lectures on disaster-resistant design principles and technical guidelines. The
interactive sessions provided a platform for discussing challenges in implementing safe construction
practices at the Urban Local Body (ULB) level. This workshop set the stage for the month-long
SAMARTH-2024 campaign, emphasizing the critical role of engineers in fostering disaster-resilient

communities across Himachal Pradesh.



3.3. Community-Level Awareness Programs
e SIAG and DIAG facilitated community-focused DRR activities.

3.4. Gram Panchayat-Level Activities

To deliver disaster awareness programs during Gram Sabha meetings, the Rural Development
Department (RDD) mobilized its extensive workforce, comprising over 300 engineers and 1,500 technical
assistants. This initiative, conducted on October 2nd, 2024, spanned all Panchayats in Himachal Pradesh.
RDD also engaged Aapda Mitras and collaborated closely with District Disaster Management Authorities
(DDMASs) and technical personnel to ensure comprehensive outreach. To ensure a unified and focused
approach, the Himachal Pradesh State Disaster Management Authority (HPSDMA) provided a detailed
agenda, facilitating the dissemination of crucial information on disaster resilience and management
practices. This coordinated effort successfully empowered local communities and promoted a culture of

disaster preparedness and safety at the grassroots level.

Tud, 2024
Suggestive Agenda of the Gram Sabha Meeting
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(Civil Warden of their Panchayat / Civil Defence Warden of their Ward)
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4. State-Level Function

Event Report: International Day for Disaster Risk Reduction (IDDRR)
Celebration

Date: 14th October 2024
Venue: The Ridge & Gaiety Theatre, Shimla

Program Overview

Himachal Pradesh State Disaster Management Authority (HPSDMA) organized a grand
event to mark the International Day for Disaster Risk Reduction (IDDRR) 2024. The event was a
part of the annual mass awareness campaign Samarth 2024, aimed at promoting disaster risk

reduction and safe construction practices across the state.



Arrival of the Chief Guest
Time: 10:30 AM
Chief Guest: Hon’ble Chief Minister, Sh. Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu

Inauguration of Exhibition by Hon’ble Chief Minister, Sh. Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu
Time: 10:30 AM - 11:00 AM
Venue: The Ridge, Shimla

State-Level Exhibition (13th—-15th October 2024)

As part of the statewide campaign to raise awareness and promote best practices in
disaster risk reduction, a 3-day Exhibition of Equipment, Technologies, and Products related to
Disaster Preparedness and Response was successfully held at The Ridge, Shimla, from 13th to
15th October 2024. The event showcased the latest advancements in disaster management
solutions and brought together a diverse group of organizations and agencies. Key participants
included Bal Raksha Bharat (Save the Children), ZEE Entertainment Enterprises Limited, Tech



Fab India Industries, Esri India Technologies Pvt. Ltd., Satpalda Geospatial Excellence, Vedant
Innotech Pvt. Ltd., Black Sky, Genesys International, the Health & Family Welfare Department,
Indo Wings Pvt. Ltd., Saket Rajani, the India Meteorological Department (IMD), the National
Disaster Response Force (NDRF), the Himachal Fire Service Department, the State Disaster

Response Force (SDRF), and Civil Defense and Home Guards.

This exhibition served as a platform for knowledge sharing, capacity building, and
fostering collaborations aimed at enhancing disaster preparedness and resilience across Himachal
Pradesh. The Department of Fire Services provided hands-on training on the use of fire
equipment and emergency response measures. The SDRF and NDRF demonstrated advanced
search and rescue techniques, equipment, and knot-tying skills. The Health Department offered
vital training on First Aid and CPR, highlighting lifesaving techniques. The Home Guard
showcased first aid procedures, knot-tying, and search and rescue equipment. CBRI Roorkee and
MRH Associates Tata presented cutting-edge technologies for safe construction in disaster-prone
areas. IMD highlighted innovations in weather forecasting, mobile applications, and early
warning systems. Bal Raksha Bharat led initiatives on child-centric disaster risk reduction,
focusing on safety protocols for vulnerable groups. This exhibition played a crucial role in
raising awareness, showcasing innovative solutions, and promoting disaster resilience in

communities across the state.



Inauguration of Exhibition by Hon’ble Chief Minister, Sh. Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu


















Main Event at Gaiety Theatre



Highlights:

Welcome of the Guests



Welcome Address: Sh. D.C. Rana, IAS, Director-cum-Ex Officio Special Secretary (Revenue-DM)

Special Remarks: Sh. Onkar Chand Sharma, IAS, Additional Chief Secretary (Revenue)



Skit on Safe Construction Practices by PM Shri GSSS Totu, Shimla



Skit on Safe Construction Practices by IPR Cultural Troupe.



Prize Distribution:

o Winners of the state-level competition “Model Building for Promoting Safe Construction
Practices.”
o Awards of Appreciation for outstanding performance by response agencies during

recent cloudburst incidents.

Key Announcements and Publications Launched

1. WebGIS Portal for State Disaster Mitigation Fund (SDMF):

A dedicated portal
has been launched
to monitor and
manage  disaster
mitigation projects
under the State
Disaster Mitigation
Fund (SDMF),
which has a budget
allocation of %590
crore. The portal, developed by the Himachal Pradesh State Disaster Management Authority
(HPSDMA), aims to ensure the efficient utilization of funds and streamline the reporting
process. It will facilitate better implementation of disaster prevention and mitigation plans by

tracking ground-level activities.

N

Key Features:

o Real-time monitoring of all ongoing projects.
o Time-based project analysis.

« Maintenance of records for approved and rejected PPRs/DPRs.



o Instant access to reports (hazard-wise, year-wise, recommended, and non-recommended
proposals) for Implementation Agencies (lIAs), District Disaster Management
Authorities (DDMAS), and the State Disaster Management Authority (SDMA).

e A secure platform for third-party inspectors to submit field data and track project

progress via a mobile app or web interface.
2. Earthquake Retrofitting Program:

This initiative aims to retrofit critical buildings with technical support from institutions such as
CBRI Roorkee, NITTR Chandigarh, and NIT Hamirpur. The program focuses on enhancing the
earthquake resilience of essential infrastructure, including health facilities and schools, which are
prone to significant damage during seismic events. A budget of X76.81 crore has been allocated
for these retrofitting efforts to ensure the functionality and safety of these structures during

disasters.
3. Resilient Model Village Project:

In collaboration with Bal
Raksha Bharat and Zee
Enterprises Limited, a model
village is being developed in
Solan district to demonstrate
best practices in disaster-
resilient community
development. In the wake of
the disaster in  Gram
Panchayat Bawasani, Solan
district, Himachal Pradesh,
the State Disaster Management Authority (SDMA), Bal Raksha Bharat (BRB), and Zee
Entertainment Enterprises Limited (ZEE) have launched a collaborative project. The primary
objective of this initiative is to support the affected community in reconstruction efforts while

promoting disaster resilience, enabling them to better cope with future disasters.



This project will focus on critical areas such as safe housing, income generation, health,

education, child protection, disaster risk reduction, and environmental conservation.

4. Disaster-Resilient Construction Guidebooks:

Two guidebooks, Kavach-1 and Kavach-2, have been developed by HPSDMA in
partnership with CSIR-CBRI Roorkee. These guidebooks are tailored for homeowners and

engineers in rural Himachal Pradesh:

« Kavach-1: Focuses on disaster-resilient construction for homeowners in three zones:
o Zone A: Lahaul & Spiti, Kinnaur
o Zone B: Chamba, Kangra, Mandi, Kullu, Shimla
o Zone C: Una, Hamirpur, Bilaspur, Solan, Sirmaur
« Kavach-2: Provides guidance for engineers of the Rural Development and Panchayati
Raj Departments.



5. MoU Signing Ceremony:

HPSDMA and CBRI Roorkee signed an MoU to establish Technology Demonstration

Units (TDUs) and enhance capacity-building efforts for disaster resilience.

e A TDU has already been planned at the Appropriate Technology Centre
(ATC) in Shahpur, in collaboration with the Himachal Pradesh Council for
Science, Technology, and Environment.

e As part of the AFD program, a new TDU will be developed at Rait.

e This partnership aims to strengthen the capacity of engineers, architects,

builders, and masons across the state.



Model Building Competition Winners: As part of the campaign, district-level competitions
were held across high school, senior
secondary, and college levels to align with the
Sendai Framework’s goal of reducing global
disaster risks and losses. The theme for the
International Day for Disaster Risk Reduction
(IDDRR) 2024, "Empowering the Next
Generation for a Resilient Future,” emphasized
the importance of education in building a
disaster-resilient ~ future. A state-level
competition on  “Model Building for
Promoting Safe Construction Practices,”
featuring the top entries from these categories,
was held at the Centre for Science Learning and Creativity (CSLC), Himachal Pradesh, on 7th
October 2024. After evaluation by the committee, the top three entries in each category were

awarded first, second, and third positions:



e High School Category:
1st: PM Shri GSSS Kangar (Una)
2nd: GHS Tappar (Chamba)
3rd: GHS Badah (Kullu)

e Senior Secondary School Category:
1st: GU SSS Sarahan (Sirmaur)
2nd: GSSS Jol Sappar (Hamirpur)
3rd: GSSS Bhadwar (Kangra)

e College Category:

1st: PG College Bilaspur









Response Agencies Awards: In recognition of their remarkable work during the Samej,
Bagipul, and Rajban cloud burst incidents this year, several response agencies were honored with

Awards of Appreciation:

Home Guard & Civil Defence

e Superintendent of Police, HP SDRF

e Sh. Nishant Tomar, HPAS — SDM Rampur

o Commandant, 14th NDRF

o Dr. Bhavna Verma, Tehsildar Padhar, Mandi

e Dy. Commandant, CISF Jhakri

e Head of the Project, SIVN, Jhakri

e Sh. Mohan Kapatia, Pradhan, GP Sarpara (Samej)

Awards of Appreciation to Home Guard & Civil Defence



Awards of Appreciation to Superintendent of Police, HP SDRF

Awards of Appreciation to Sh. Nishant Tomar, HPAS — SDM Rampur



Awards of Appreciation to Commandant, 14th NDRF

Awards of Appreciation to Dr. Bhavna Verma, Tehsildar Padhar, Mandi



Awards of Appreciation to Dy. Commandant, CISF Jhakri

Awards of Appreciation to Head of the Project, SJVN, Jhakri



Awards of Appreciation to Sh. Mohan Kapatia, Pradhan, GP Sarpara (Samej)

Best Performing Districts in Youth Volunteer Training Program: The "Creation of Task
Force of Youth Volunteers for Disaster Preparedness and Response” program, which has trained

over 21,000 volunteers, recognized the following districts for their outstanding performance:

1. Kangra (75% target achievement)

2. Kinnaur (70% target achievement)



Chief Guest’s Address

Hon’ble Chief Minister, Sh.
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu,
emphasized the importance of
community  involvement  and
technological advancements in
disaster management. He praised
HPSDMA'’s initiatives and
committed to further strengthening
disaster resilience in Himachal
Pradesh.



Vote of Thanks

The event concluded with a vote of thanks by Additional Secretary (Revenue-DM) to the
Government of Himachal Pradesh, Sh. Balwan Chand — HPAS acknowledging the efforts of all
participants and stakeholders in making the event a success.



SAMARTH-2024 successfully raised awareness on disaster risk reduction, empowering
communities and youth to adopt resilient practices. Through coordinated efforts across state,
district, and community levels, HPSDMA reinforced its commitment to creating a safer and
disaster-prepared Himachal Pradesh.



Media Coverage









HAM Radio Training

Trained volunteers in alternate communication systems for emergencies.

As part of the SAMARTH-2024 month-long mass awareness campaign on the
occasion of the International Day for Disaster Risk Reduction (IDDRR), the Himachal
Pradesh State Disaster Management Authority (HPSDMA) has organized a training
program on Amateur and Community Radio (HAM) for “Alternate Communication
during Emergencies.” This training is scheduled from 21st to 26th October 2024 at the
State Agriculture Management & Extension Training Institute (SAMETI), Mashobra,
Shimla.

A total of 42 participants, including 15 Home Guard personnel, 8 Aapda Mitras,
and 19 members from the District Inter Agency Groups (DIAG) and State Inter Agency
Groups (SIAG), are being trained in the use of HAM radio for emergency
communication. The program is part of a scheme notified by the Government of
Himachal Pradesh on 13th October 2023, under Section 22, Subsection (p) of the Disaster
Management Act, 2005, and aligns with the provisions of the H.P. State Disaster
Management Policy 2011. This initiative aims to develop alternative communication
channels through HAM radios to ensure effective communication during disasters,
focusing on building the capacity of volunteers and operators to strengthen the state’s
disaster response mechanisms.
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“SAMARTH — 2024”°

INTRODUCTION:

SAMARTH is an annual mass awareness campaign to commemorate the International Day for Disaster
Risk Reduction on 13th October every year. This year, Theme of the 2024 International Day for
Disaster Risk Reduction (IDDRR) is "Empowering the next generation for a resilient future™. The
theme focuses on the role of education in protecting and empowering children and youth to be resilient
in the face of disasters. The IDDRR theme aligns with the Sendai Framework, which aims to reduce
disaster risks and losses globally. The theme for 2024 calls on countries to work with the education
sector to reduce the disaster risks of school-aged children. Himachal Pradesh State Disaster
Management Authority (HPSDMA) had organized numerous activities under this initiatives not only

at State & District levels. This programme was also organized this year to mark the International Day

for Disaster Risk Reduction (IDDR) on 14" October, 2024. The prime objective of the campaign was

to make community more vigilant towards disasters and its management for secured livelihood. DDMA
Bilaspur had widely publicized all the activities under the aegis of SAMARTH -2024. As a part of the
campaign, various events and activities were organized at District level. In the view of above, following
activities were conducted by DDMA in association with other stakeholder Departments; the details of

activities carried out by Departments are as under:

I.LACTIVITIES CONDUCTED BY DDMA, BILASPUR H.P.
Being a Nodal Agency at District Level DDMA Bilaspur has organized following activities at District
Level:
1. Two exhibition stalls were set up by DDMA in joint association with Home Guards & Fire during
Seer Utsav (02.10.2024) at Ghumarwin District Bilaspur, in these stalls SAR equipment’s and
IEC Material on various safety measures was displayed.
Glimpses of SEER UTSAV-2024




2. Mock Drill at Government College Bilaspur Dated 04.10.2024




District Competition on Safe Construction Model

A competition was organized on preparation of safe construction models at the Block level in three
different categories i.e. High School Level, Senior Secondary School Level and College Level. The
SDM concerned was the Chairperson and BDO was Member Secretary of the Block-Level
Committee for identifying the best models. Following models were shortlisted at Block Levels and
nominated for District Level Competition:

SN Level Name of Institution
1. High School . GHS Mangrot, Sadar

GHS Jeora, Jhandutta

Senior Secondary . G. S. S. School (Boys),Bilaspur
. G.S. S. School, Bhrari, Ghumarwin
. G. S. S. School, Badgaon, Jhandutta

College GPGDC Bilaspur







Following models were selected at District Levels and nominated for State Level Competition held on
07.10.2024 at Centre for Science, Learning & Creativity (CSLC), Shimla:

SN Level Name of Institution
High School GHS Jeora, Jhandutta

Senior Secondary G. S. S. School, Bhrari, Ghumarwin

College GPGDC Bilaspur

In this competition, the model prepared by GPGDC Bilaspur was shortlisted on first position in the category

of college level. The participants had participated in State Level Function held on 14.10.2024 and awarded
with cash prize and certificate.




4. CONDUCT OF DISTRICT LEVEL MOCK DRILL HELD ON 14.10.2024
DDMA Bilaspur organized a District Level Mock Drill on Earthquake and Fire Safety by involving
the all District Level IRT Stakeholders, Home Guards, Fire, Police, Health, NDRF Team and Local
NGOs.










DISTRICT BILASPUR H.P.
Selected locations for District Level Mock Exercise for Earth Quake and Fire safety at the
Multipurpose Auditorium Hall and Govt. Sr. Sec. School (Boys) Bilaspur on 14.10.2024

Health Department

Vehicle
Sl. Type

Vehicle
Number

Arrival

Departure

Employee
Engaged

Remark’s

1 Ambulance

HP 64 A 8852

11:00 AM

11:32 AM

2

Rescue team

Police Department

1 | Jeep

| HP 69 6678

11:38 AM

| Standby |

5

| Rescue team

Himachal Home Guard's

1 | Truck

| HP 69 5931

11:00 AM

| Standby |

15

| Rescue team

NDRF

1 Bus

HP 38G 8762

11:00 AM

11:33 AM

10

Rescue team

2 Bolero

HP 38G 5829

11:00 AM

11:34 AM

Fire Services

1 Fire fighter

HP 69 6681

11:00 AM

11:30 AM

Rescue team

Other Government Vehicles

Bolero

HP 24 E 3929

-11:05 AM

Standby

1

Bolero

HP 24C 5588

11:20 AM

Standby

1

Rescue team

Borolo

HP69A 0370

11:00 AM

Standby

1

Physician and Para

Doctor=1

Para Rescue team

Medics=3

Medical Support medics

Wireless services by HP
Police by Seattleite
phone and Walky talky
Mic system
loudspeakers to make
necessary announcements
time to time

Sickles, Spade, Player,
Scissor, hammers, screw
driver and rope

10 victims of disaster rescued by HHG and 4 severely trapped
persons rescued by the NDRF team from the incident site.

About 100 Students and 25-30Staff Members were evacuated
from the incident site-11 (i.e. Govt. Sr. Sec. School (Boys))

After the assurance of complete recovery of all victims from
both the sites all teams, NGOs members and participants were
assembled for De-Briefing and thereafter all teams &
machinery vacated the staging area.

Alert for rescue
, And
current update

Communication support

Gadgets used in

18 ,
rescue operation

Gadgets with HHG

Persons Rescued

De Briefing




5. MEETING-CUM-WORKSHOP OF DISTRICT INTER AGENCY GROUP (DIAG),
BILASPUR H.P.
DDMA Bilaspur organized a District Level Meeting-cum-workshop of DIAG on 16.10.2024 in

this meeting various agenda issues pertaining to DRR were discussed with all the members. The
members were asked regarding inclusion of other NGOs working in the district so that a parallel

workforce can readily be available with the district to give more impetus to the DDR & effective

mitigation measure & capacity can also be enhanced.

Photos of Meeting




6. ONE DAY TRAINING ON SCHOOL SAFETY APP HELD ON 30.10.2024 AT DIET JUKHALA
DISTRICT BILASPUR H.P.




7. TRAINING-CUM-ORIENTATION SESSION ON HANDLING OF DRONES
Under the SAMARTH-2024 initiative, training-cum-orientation session on handling of Drones was
organized for personnel’s from Home Guards, Police, Health and DDMA.




Il. ACTIVITIES CONDUCTED BY RURAL DEVELOPMENT AND PRI
Gram Sabha Meeting: Gram Sabha Meetings were conducted on 02-10-2024 vide which
discussion was held on already devised agenda points.




IHILACTIVITIES ORGANIZED BY EDUCATION DEPARTMENT
Following activities were organized at School College level

Conduct of Mock Drill on Landslide/ Flash Floods / EQ

Slogan Writing Competition (on placards)

Quiz on Disasters (Available in Hindi & English)

Painting, Poster Making Competition

Essay Writing Competition for Schools.

Preparation of 100% School DMPs through **School Safety App** in all schools in the District.

Government Senior Secondary School Talai




2. Government Senior Secondary School Gah Ghori




3. Government High School Kallar

4. Government High School Takrera




5. Government High School Taraun

6. GMS Badi Chhajol




7. GMS Ghandalwin

8. GPS Gallian Khas, Bilaspur —I




9. GPS Mehri Kathla

10. GSSS Barota




11. GSSS Bhakra

12. GMSSS Talai

13. GSSS Chalehli




14. GSSS Chhat

15. GSSS Dhadhol




16. GSSS Hatwar

17. GSSS Kandrour




18. GSSS Dabat

19. GSSS Hawan

20. GSSS Mundkhar




IV.DEPARTMENT OF INFORMATION PUBLIC RELATION







MEDIA COVERAGE










District Disaster Management Authority (DDMA)- Chamba
“SAMARTH- 2024”

Disaster means a catastrophe, mishap, calamity or grave occurrence in any
area, arising from natural or man-made causes, or by accident or negligence which results in
substantial loss of life or human suffering or damage to, and destruction of, property, or
damage to, or degradation of, environment, and is of such a nature or magnitude as to be
beyond the coping capacity of the community of the affected area.

Himachal Pradesh is prone to multi-hazards with earthquakes, landslide,
cloudburst, flash floods, lightening, road accidents, avalanches, etc. However, the hazard
which poses the biggest threat to the district is that of earthquakes. Another form of the
natural hazards in the district is the frequent occurrences of landslides. The district Chamba
falls in Seismic zone IV and V (as per the Seismic Zoning map of India) which are the high
and severe risk zones respectively.

Himachal Pradesh State Disaster Management Authority (HPSDMA) organized its flagship
mass awareness & capacity building campaign “Samarth-2024”. As a part of the campaign,
various events and activities were conducted at District level in order to effective
dissemination to increase the awareness regarding Disaster Risk Reduction among the
masses.

In this regard, following activities were carried out under Samarth-2024.

One day workshop-cum-training programme on Safe Construction
practices by the District Disaster Management Authority (DDMA), Chamba,
with the coordination of the Master Trainers i.e. (JES/AEs HPPWD, NH JSV, PO-
DRDA, BDOs and Technical Staff) from HPPWD, NH and PO-DRDA, SSA at Saru at
Bachat Bhawan Chamba on dated 04 October, 2024.

This training workshop was organised by the District Disaster Management
Authority, Chamba with the help of Master Trainers from HPPWD, NH and PO-DRDA,
SSA at Saru at Bachat Bhawan Chamba for all the JES/AEs of HPPWD, NH, JSV, PO-
DRDA, BDOs and technical staff of District Chamba. The workshop began with a short
speech by the worthy Deputy Commissioner Chamba. The workshop aimed to enhance
awareness and understanding of safety protocols and best practices in the construction
industry, ultimately aiming to reduce workplace accidents and improve overall safety culture.
The main goals of the above training workshop are:-

1 Toeducate participants on the importance of safety in construction.

[l To familiarize attendees with current safety regulations and guidelines.

'l To provide practical training on risk assessment and hazard identification.
"1 To promote a culture of safetywithin the organization.

The outcomes of the training workshops are:-

1 Increased Awareness:- Participants demonstrated a better understanding of the importance
of safety practices in construction.

1 Practical Skills:- Attendees acquired practical skills in risk assessment and hazard
identification, enhancing their ability to implement safety measures on-site.




[ Actionable Insights:- The discussions and case studies provided valuable insights that
participants can apply in their respective roles.

The workshop on Safe Construction Practices successfully ended with its
objectives, providing AEs and JEs with essential knowledge and skills to promote safety in
their work environments. Continuous training and reinforcement of safety practices are
crucial for reducing incidents and enhancing the safety culture in the organization.




One day Capacity Development Workshop on Earthquake Safety for schools by the
District Disaster Management Authority (DDMA), Chamba, with the
coordination of the DPO-SSA and SDOs at DIET Saru, Principals and Teachers
of Govt. and Private Schools at DIET Saru on dated 05" October, 2024.

On October 5, 2024, the District Disaster Management Authority (DDMA)
organized a one-day Capacity Development Workshop on Earthquake Safety for schools in
Chamba with the coordination of the DPO-SSA and SDOs at DIET Saru Principals and
Teachers of Govt and Private Schools at DIET Saru. The workshop aimed to equip educators
with essential knowledge and skills to promote earthquake safety measures within their
institutions. The details of the resources person for the training was given below:-

1.  Sh Kamal Singh DPE Baror regarding school safety pan.
2. Dr Ajay regarding first aid and CPR.
3.  Deepak Sharma AE SSA regarding safe construction practices.

The main goals of the above training workshops are:-

1. Raise Awareness: Educate participants about earthquake risks and the importance of
preparedness.

2. Develop Skills: Train teachers and principals on implementing safety protocols and
emergency response plans.

3. Enhance Collaboration: Foster communication and collaboration among schools,
DDMA, and local authorities.

The Capacity Development Workshop on Earthquake Safety was a significant step towards
enhancing disaster preparedness in Chamba’s educational institutions. Participants left with a
renewed sense of responsibility and actionable strategies to implement within their schools.
The DDMA, along with the DPO-SSA and SDOs, aims to continue these initiatives to build a
safer environment for students and staff alike.




District-Level Function/ Competition on Safe Construction Models on Disaster
Management Initiatives (SAMARTH - 2024) at Govt. Boys Senior Secondary School
Chamba at 11:00 AM on dated 5th October 2024.

The District Disaster Management Authority (DDMA), Chamba, organised a
District Level Competition on Safe Construction Model at Govt. Boys Senior Secondary
School Chamba at 11:00 AM on dated 5th October 2024. In this competition total 34 Schools
participated and out of them total 12 schools are got first, second position in District Level.

Four schools are selected for the State Level competition by the District Level Committee

Chamba. The lists of the schools which are selected at State Level are given below:-

Sr. Name of the Name of the Category Contact No
No. | Students & Escort School /Destination
Teacher /Department

1. Anshika Sr. Sec.

2. Palak GSSS Sihunta

3. Banit Kumar Escort Teacher 98054-61411
4. Riya Sr. Sec.

5. Razeena GSSS Thalli

6. Kusumanjali Escort Teacher 70180-81170
7. Akshara Devi High School

8. Sourabh Kumar GHS Tapper

0. Lachhi Devi Escort Teacher 82196-80285
10. Suraj Kumar ITI

11. Rahul Jariyal Ggrhnac;;[]a;);ﬂ

12. Susheel Kumar Escort Teacher 89883-08390
13. Sumit Gupta DDMA Chamba IT Coordinator 98165-38980




Final Result on of Schools in Safe Construction Practices Model
Exhibition held at GBSSS School Chamba on dated 05-10-2024

1st Position ITI Garola

1st Position GSSS Thalli




1st Position GSSS Sihunta

1st Position GHS Tapper




Out of the 34 Schools, 4 Nos. of Schools are selected for the State Level
competition at Shimla. The GHS Tapper got the second position in the State Level Safe
Construction Practices Model Exhibition at Shimla.




One day Training Workshop on Role of Youth in Disaster Risk Reduction and
Climate Change Adaptation by the District Disaster Management Authority
(DDMA), Chamba, with the coordination of the Resource Person HPSDMA Shimla,
and NDRF team at Govt Degree College Chamba.

This training workshop was organised by the District Disaster Management
Authority, Chamba with the help of with the coordination of the Resource Person HPSDMA
Shimla, and NDRF team at Govt. Degree College Chamba. The above training workshop aimed at
educating and engaging the youth in disaster risk reduction (DRR) and climate change
adaptation (CCA). The workshop brought together students, faculty, and representatives from
the District Disaster Management Authority, the Himachal Pradesh State Disaster
Management Authority (HPSDMA), and the National Disaster Response Force (NDRF).

Objectives of the workshop are:-

1. Raise Awareness: Enhance understanding of disaster risks and climate change
impacts.

2. Empower Youth: Equip participants with knowledge and skills to take proactive
measures in DRR and CCA.

3. Promote Engagement: Foster a sense of responsibility among youth to contribute to
community resilience.

The workshop concluded with a feedback session where participants shared
their thoughts and insights. Many expressed a newfound understanding of their role in
disaster management and a desire to become actively involved in community initiatives.

The DDMA, in collaboration with HPSDMA and the NDRF, aims to continue
these educational efforts, ensuring that youth are equipped and motivated to lead in the face
of climate challenges and disasters.







One day training of Students on Emergency Preparedness by the faculties of the
Govt Polytechnic of Chamba at Govt Polytechnic College Chamba on dated 08™
October, 2024.

This training workshop was organised by the District Disaster Management

Authority, Chamba with the coordination of the faculties of the Govt Polytechnic of

Chamba at Govt Polytechnic College Chamba. This training program on ""Emergency

Preparedness™ was conducted for the students of Government Millennium Polytechnic
Chamba, facilitated by the institute’s faculty, as part of IDDRR-SAMARTH 2024

activities, under the guidance of DDMA Chamba.

The primary objectives of the training program were:-

To raise awareness about various types of disasters and emergencies.

To impart knowledge on emergency response strategies and first aid techniques.

To foster a culture of preparedness among students, enabling them to act effectively in
crisis situations.

Program Highlights:-

1.

Inauguration:- The program commenced with a formal inauguration, where the chief
guest from DDMA highlighted the importance of emergency preparedness in today’s
world.

Session 1:- Understanding Disasters:- The first session focused on the types of
disasters — natural and man-made — along with their potential impact on
communities. The speakers emphasized the need for awareness and readiness.

Session 2:- Emergency Response Strategies:- This session provided insights into the
protocols for responding to various emergencies. Students learned about the roles of
different stakeholders during a disaster, including government agencies, NGOs, and
community members.

Session 3:- First Aid Training:- A practical demonstration of basic first aid
techniques was conducted, covering topics such as CPR, wound care, and how to
manage common injuries. Students participated actively in hands-on practice.

Group Activities:- Interactive group activities were organized to enhance learning
and foster teamwork. Students engaged in scenario-based exercises, which helped
them apply their knowledge in simulated emergency situations.

Question & Answer Session:- A question-and-answer segment allowed students to
clarify doubts and seek guidance from experts. The engagement was high, reflecting

students’ keen interest in the subject matter.




The training program successfully met its objectives, with students expressing
increased confidence in their ability to respond to emergencies. Feedback from
participants indicated a strong appreciation for the knowledge gained and a desire for

further training in emergency management.







One day training of Training of Students on Emergency Preparedness by the
faculties of the Govt Polytechnic of Banikhet at Govt Polytechnic College Banikhet
on dated 08™ October, 2024.

On October 8, 2024, the faculty of Government Polytechnic College Banikhet
conducted a one-day training program on Emergency Preparedness for students. The session
aimed to equip students with essential knowledge and skills to respond effectively in
emergencies. Topics covered included first aid, disaster management, and evacuation
procedures. The training combined theoretical knowledge with practical exercises, fostering a
proactive approach to safety and preparedness among students. Participants engaged actively,
enhancing their understanding of critical emergency response strategies. Overall, the event
successfully raised awareness and preparedness within the student community.




Mock Drill and Awareness Program conducted by Home Guard Department
under Samarth-2024 at Various Schools of District Chamba.

The Home Guard Department recently conducted a Mock Drill and Awareness
Program as part of the Samarth-2024 initiative across various schools in District Chamba.
This program aimed to educate students on emergency response procedures, safety measures,
and the importance of preparedness in crisis situations.

During the mock drill, participants practiced evacuation protocols and
emergency responses to various scenarios, including fire and natural disasters. The program
emphasized teamwork, quick thinking, and the vital role of first responders.

The list of schools where the Mock Drill and Awareness Program conducted by Home Guard
Department are given below:-

Sr. Date Name of School/Institution Strength

No. Teacher |[Student

1 18-09-2024 to [Task force youth volunteer Sub Division 103 Volunteer
23-09-2024 Pangi

2. |01-10-2024 Govt.Sr. Sec. School Jhajja Kothi 16 440

3.101-10-2024 Battalion Training Centre Saroo 40 Home Guards




4. |01-10-2024 Kids Camp Public Sen. Sen. Sec.School 10 200
Chowari
5. 101-10-2024 Govt. Senior Secondary School Bhandal 15 380
6. |02-10-2024 Govt. Sr. Sec.School Karlyan at BTC Saroo 02 57
7.104.10.2024 Govt Senior Secondary School Saikothi 02 60
8. 105-10-2024 Govt Senior Secondary School Llgga 20 150
9.107.10.2024 Govt Senior Secondary School Awanh 13 213
10./07-10-2024 Govt Senior Secondary School Hobar 28 260
11./08-10-2024 D.A.V. Public High School Bharmour 15 133
12./08-10-2024 Govt. High School Frotak 14 86
13./09-10-2024 Govt. Senior Secondary School Juther 02 40
14./09-10-2024  |Adarsh Adhunik Public High School Garola 13 90
15./10-10-2024 Govt. Senior Secondary School Sanghani 15 160
16.{10-10-2024 Govt. Senior Secondary School Banikhet 39 266
17.]11-10-2024 Govt. Senior Secondary School Dadriara 06 120
18.{11-10-2024 Rishi Public Middle School Dadriara 07 150
19./11-10-2024 Govt. High School Bailly 11 97
20./15-10-2024 Govt. High School Salli 08 27
21(15-10-2024 Govt. Senior Secondary School Parchhor 03 54
















In an effort to raise awareness about disaster preparedness, the District Public
Relations Office (DPRO) Chamba organized a series of Nukkar Natak (Street Plays) across
various sub-divisions in the district w.e.f. 8" October, 2024 to 13" October, 2024 during the
Samarth-2024. The initiative aimed to educate the local communities about essential disaster
management practices, the importance of preparedness, and how to effectively respond
during natural disasters such as floods, earthquakes, landslides, and fires. The Nukkar Natak
was an interactive and impactful way to communicate critical messages to people in a simple,
understandable, and engaging manner.













Two Days Training Program-cum-consultative workshop on development of
participatory Village Disaster Management Plan and Community based Disaster Risk
Reduction Capacity by DDMA Chamba with expert facilitation by Sh. Navneet Yadav,

A two-day Training Program and Consultative Workshop on Development of Participatory
Village Disaster Management Plan (VDMP) and Community-Based Disaster Risk Reduction
(CBDRR) Capacity Building was conducted on 8th and 9th October 2024. The workshop was
organized by the District Disaster Management Authority (DDMA), with expert facilitation
by Sh. Navneet Yadav, a state-level resource person. The training aimed to enhance the
disaster preparedness and response capacities of local communities, particularly in rural
areas, by involving them in the process of disaster risk reduction and management.

The key objectives of the workshop were:

1. To build local capacity in disaster risk reduction through participatory approaches.

2. To train participants on the development of Village Disaster Management Plans
(VDMP).

3. To strengthen community-based disaster risk management mechanisms.

4. To foster collaboration between DDMA, community leaders, and local stakeholders.

Program Overview

The workshop took place over two days, with a structured agenda designed to offer both
theoretical insights and practical tools for disaster management. It was attended by a wide
range of participants, including village leaders, members of local disaster management
committees, government officials, and community-based organizations.

Day 1: 8th October 2024

e Session 1: Introduction to Disaster Risk Management (DRM) The first session
provided an overview of disaster management concepts, focusing on the importance
of community involvement in risk reduction. Sh. Navneet Yadav explained the
disaster management cycle, highlighting preparedness, response, recovery, and
mitigation strategies.

e Session 2: Participatory Approaches in Disaster Management Participants were
introduced to the concept of participatory disaster management, which involves the
active engagement of local communities in decision-making processes. The session
emphasized the importance of local knowledge, resource mobilization, and the role of
community leadership in enhancing disaster resilience.

e Session 3: Introduction to Village Disaster Management Plans (VDMP) This
session focused on the methodology and steps involved in creating a Village Disaster
Management Plan (VDMP). Sh. Yadav guided participants through the key
components of the VDMP, including hazard assessment, risk analysis, resources
mapping, and contingency planning.

Day 2: 9th October 2024
e Session 4: Community-Based Disaster Risk Reduction (CBDRR) The second day

opened with a deep dive into CBDRR principles. Sh. Yadav emphasized the role of
local communities in identifying vulnerabilities and risks, and how these communities




can develop their own disaster management strategies. The session included case
studies from other regions where CBDRR had been successfully implemented.

e Session 5: Developing a Participatory VDMP — Group Work In this interactive
session, participants were divided into small groups and tasked with developing a
sample Village Disaster Management Plan. The groups identified potential hazards in
their respective villages, assessed community vulnerabilities, and proposed mitigation
strategies. Sh. Yadav provided guidance and feedback on each group's approach.

e Session 6: Capacity Building and Way Forward The final session focused on how
to institutionalize disaster management plans at the village level, and the role of local
governance and community networks in sustaining these efforts. Participants were
encouraged to implement what they had learned in their own communities and to
engage local government agencies for support.

Key Takeaways:-

« Community Engagement: The success of disaster risk management is largely
dependent on the active participation of communities. By involving local people in
the identification of risks and the development of mitigation strategies, disaster
preparedness can be significantly improved.

« Holistic Planning: A comprehensive approach to disaster management that includes
hazard identification, risk assessment, resource mobilization, and response planning is
essential. VDMPs should be living documents, regularly updated to reflect changing
risks and capacities.

e Collaboration Across Sectors: The workshop highlighted the importance of
collaboration between different stakeholders, including local communities,
government agencies, NGOs, and other development partners, to ensure a coordinated
disaster risk reduction approach.

e Training and Capacity Building: Continuous capacity building, especially at the
grassroots level, is critical for enhancing the resilience of communities. Training
village-level leaders and local disaster management teams is a step toward fostering
sustainable disaster risk reduction practices.

Conclusion:-

The Training Program and Consultative Workshop on the development of Participatory
Village Disaster Management Plans and Community-Based Disaster Risk Reduction was a
significant step towards strengthening the disaster resilience of rural communities. By
focusing on local knowledge, participatory planning, and capacity building, the workshop
laid the foundation for more effective and sustainable disaster risk reduction efforts at the
village level.

The insights and skills imparted during the workshop will empower community leaders and
local stakeholders to take proactive steps in disaster preparedness, response, and recovery.
Moving forward, it is essential to continue fostering a culture of disaster resilience through
regular training, collaboration, and community engagement.




Conclusion of IDDRR Samarth-2024 by DDMA Chamba

The IDDRR (International Day for Disaster Risk Reduction) Samarth-2024

event, organized by the District Disaster Management Authority (DDMA) Chamba,
successfully highlighted the importance of disaster preparedness, risk reduction, and
community involvement. The event brought together key stakeholders including local
government officials, community leaders, volunteers, and the general public, fostering
collaboration to build resilience against natural and man-made disasters.

Key Takeaways:-

1.

Awareness and Education: The event served as a platform for increasing public
awareness about disaster risks and mitigation measures, emphasizing the role of
communities in disaster resilience.

Capacity Building: Through workshops, simulations, and practical demonstrations,
the participants were trained in various aspects of disaster management, including first
aid, search and rescue operations, and the effective use of early warning systems.
Community Engagement: The involvement of local residents, schools, and youth
groups underscored the importance of community-driven disaster risk management
and the need to adapt traditional knowledge alongside modern techniques.
Collaboration and Partnerships: The event also fostered collaboration between
various government agencies, NGOs, and the private sector, reinforcing the shared
responsibility in disaster risk reduction efforts.

Future Actions: Moving forward, DDMA Chamba will continue to implement
disaster risk reduction strategies, focusing on building infrastructure resilience,
improving response times, and ensuring that communities are better equipped to
handle future disasters.

The success of IDDRR Samarth-2024 signifies a strong commitment to

creating a safer, more resilient Chamba district. Through ongoing efforts, public engagement,
and sustained investment in disaster preparedness, we aim to mitigate the impacts of disasters
and ensure the safety of all residents.




SAMARTH-2024

DDMA Hamirpur

DDMA, HAMIRPUR




SAMARTH-2024

As a symbol of solidarity with the global efforts to observe the celebrations related to the
IDDR, the Himachal Pradesh State Disaster Management Authority (HPSDMA) in
coordination with District Disaster Management Authority Hamirpur organizes an Annual
Mass Awareness Campaign on Disaster Risk Reduction- ‘Samarth’ this state wide campaign
is carried out at the state, district and community level and a variety of events and activities
are organized from 1% to 15th of October, 2024. A range of Information, Education and
Communication (I.LE.C.) material is developed and disseminated among different target
groups to enhance their knowledge and understanding of disaster risk reduction. Different
types of events like inter-school quiz, photography competition, thematic workshops, etc. are
organized at various levels. In order to achieve the objectives of ‘Samarth 2024°, it is very
crucial for every citizen of Himachal Pradesh as well as all the District Disaster Management
Authorities, Line Departments, Media Houses, Academic & Research Institutions, Corporate
Houses, GOs, NGOs and CBOs to participate pro-actively in the campaign and contribute
effectively to the process of making Himachal Pradesh a state resilient to disasters.

ACTIVITIES IN THE SCHOOLS

Planned/coordinated by the Deputy Directors (HE and EE) in district.
1. Conduct of Mock Drill on Landslide/Flash Flood (in coordination with Home Guards
& Fire Department) at exactly 11AM on 14th of October 2024.
Slogan Writing Competition (on placards)
Quiz on Disaster (in Hindi & English)
Painting, Poster Making Competition
Essay Writing Competition
Preparation of 100% School DMPs through “School Safety App” in all schools in the
district.
7. State-wide Competition on Safe Construction Models at Block, District and then State
level selections for IDDRR-2024:

ok wnN

Some Glimpse of Painting, Poster Making Competition, Essay Writing Competition
and Slogan Writing Competition







State-wide Competition on Safe Construction Models for IDDRR-2024



ACTIVITIES IN GRAM PANCHAYATS

Gram Sabha Meetings with focus on Disaster Management will be organized in every
Panchayat of the district on 2nd of October, 2024 (coordinated and supervised by the
respective DDMA and the Department of Rural Development & Panchayati Raj). The
discussions during the Gram Sabha shall focus upon the localized risks of disasters and the
existing level and need of preparedness keeping in view the major disasters in district.

Some Glimpse of activities organized at panchayat level




Mock Drill at following places during 1%
October-15" October, 2024

Sr. No. Places to conduct Mock Drill Date Time

1. Tehsil Office Complex, Bijhari 1% October, 2024 11:00 AM

2. Baba Balak Nath Post Graduate 3 October, 2024 11:00 AM
College, Chakmoh

3. Sidharth Govt Degree College, 4™ October, 2024 11:00 AM
Nadaun

4, SDM Office Complex, Nadaun | 5™ October, 2024 11:00 AM

5. SDM Office Complex, Sujanpur | 7™ October, 2024 11:00 AM

6. TJCM Govt Degree College, 8™ October, 2024 11:00 AM
Sujanpur Tihra

7. SDM Office Complex, Bhoranj 9™ October, 2024 11:00 AM

8. Govt ITI, Bhoranj 10™ October, 2024 11:00 AM

9. Institute of Hotel Management 10™ October, 2024 | 11:00 AM
Catering Technology & Applied
Nutrition, Hamirpur

10. SDM Office Complex, Hamirpur | 14™ October, 2024 11:00 AM

Some Glimpse of Mock Drills organized by DDMA Hamirpur




Nukad Nataks/Street Plays

Nukad Natak Teams performs Street Plays in all the 5 Sub- divisions at various locations in
District Hamirpur durin% Annual Mass Awareness Campaign on Disaster Risk Reduction-
“Samarth” from 1* to 15" October, 2024.




Activities by DIAG, Hamirpur

Awareness generation programmes at community level to educate the community on various
aspects of disaster preparedness and resilience. Additionally, an awareness campaign
launched to apprise the residents about available home insurance products, highlighting their
benefits and importance in disaster mitigation.







Newspaper clippings







Introduction

Samarth is a State Level Flagship Program of Government of Himachal Pradesh
Department of Relief and Disaster Management which is celebrated every year
in the month of October to commemorate the International Day for Disaster
Risk Reduction. During this program various awareness and capacity building
programs are organised throughout the State to enhance the capacity and
awareness of communities for Disaster Risk Reduction.

The District Disaster Management Authority, Kangra is committed to prepare
communities for Disaster Risk Reduction and hence the authority put
dedicated efforts in organising following activities:-

Dastak, a mass outreach and awareness campaign.

School Level Competitions on Model Making on Safe Construction.
Mock Drills

Street Plays

School level competitions on Poster Making and Slogan Writing
Workshop of Inter Agency Group

Training on School Safety for Disaster Risk Reduction

. Dastak, a mass outreach and awareness campaign.

The DDMA, Kangra organised a mass outreach program “Dastak”. The
campaign was planned to reach 1.5 lakh households with a massage on
need of Safe Construction Practices for Disaster Risk Reduction. Various
segments of Administration, Society and Organisations were involved in
the campaign to ensure its success. District Rural Development
Authority was the Nodal Agency for the program and all other
departments such as Urban Development, Rural Development, Sub
Divisions, Block Development Offices, NGOs, Degree Colleges, Aapda
Mitras, Youth Volunteers etc. were the key stakeholders of the campaign.
On 13th October, 2024 all stake holders organised teams at local level
and reached around 1.5 lakh households with a message on Safe
Construction. Some Glimpses of the program are as under:-









2. School Level Competition on Safe Construction

» The SDMA, Himachal Pradesh scheduled a State Level competition on
Model Making on Safe Construction. To make the program a success the
DDMA, Kangra in coordination with the Education Department organised
block level competitions. The top entries of the block level competition
participated at the District Level competition and the winner of the
District Level Competition were nominated for the State Level
Competition.
The team of District Kangra stood Third at the State Level Competition.
Some Glimpses if program are as under:-




3. Mock Drills: - Mock Drills were organised in all schools and government
institutions of the district on 13th & 14th October, 2024. All the schools
and departments actively participated in the exercise. The glimpses of the
same are as under:-




4. Street Plays: - 28 Street plays, 2 in each sub divisions of the district were
conducted by DDMA Kangra. The plays were conducted at places
ensuring ample gathering. The glimpses of the same are as under:-




5. School level competitions on Poster Making and Slogan Writing:-The
DDMA Kangra organised school level competitions on Poster Making and
Slogan Writing in the district.



6. Workshop of Inter Agency Group:- 30 colleges and NGO’S working in the
district participated in the workshop. Matters related to the maximum



outreach to the community were discussed in the workshop. Glimpses of
the same are as under:-

7. Training on School Safety for Disaster Risk Reduction:-5 day training
program on School Safety for Disaster Risk Reduction was organised by




DDMA Kangra. Education Department, Colleges, AAPDA Mitra,s
participated in the training program. Glimpses of the same are us
under:-




International Day on Disaster Risk reduction (IDDRR): Samarth 2024(14" Edition)
being prepared by District Disaster Management Authority (DDMA Kinnaur )

1. Activities conducted by District Disaster Management Authority (DDMA
Kinnaur) :

Nukkad Natak for Awareness on Safe Construction Practices
DDMA Kinnaur, in collaboration with the District Public Relations Officer (DPRO), has
organized a series of Nukkad Natak (street plays) across all sub-divisions of District
Kinnaur. These performances aim to raise awareness within the community about
the importance of safe construction practices.

In addition, Gram Panchayats from nearby areas have also been invited to participate
in these events to enhance community sensitization. The initiative seeks to engage
local residents through an interactive and culturally relevant medium, highlighting
the need for safety and quality in construction to reduce risks and ensure long-term
resilience.







Mock Drills and Basic Medical Training Organized by DDMA Kinnaur

DDMA Kinnaur, in collaboration with the Government Degree College Kinnaur,
recently organized a series of Mock Drills to simulate various emergency scenarios,
including landslides, flash floods, earthquakes, and fire hazards. These drills were
designed to enhance preparedness and response capabilities among students and
college staff.

In addition to the mock drills, basic medical training was also provided to both
students and college faculty. This comprehensive training aimed to equip participants
with essential life-saving skills and first-aid knowledge to respond effectively during
emergencies.







District-Level Quiz, Declamation, and Painting Competitions
Organized by DDMA Kinnaur

In a collaborative effort with the Department of Higher Education, DDMA Kinnaur
recently organized a series of district-level competitions, including a quiz,
declamation, and painting contest. These events were designed not only to promote
creativity and intellectual engagement but also to raise awareness about disaster
preparedness and safety in the region.

The quiz competition tested students' knowledge on various aspects of disaster
management, environmental hazards, and safety protocols, encouraging them to
think critically about the challenges posed by natural disasters such as earthquakes,
floods, and landslides.




The declamation competition provided a platform for students to express their views
on the importance of disaster resilience, safe construction practices, and community
preparedness. Through speeches, participants showcased their understanding of the

urgent need for proactive measures in dealing with natural disasters and their impact
on communities.




Additionally, the painting competition encouraged students to express their
creativity while illustrating the themes of disaster awareness and safety measures.
The artwork displayed the students' imaginative responses to the challenges posed
by natural hazards and their visions for a safer, more resilient community.

A number of schools from across the district actively participated in these
competitions, with students showcasing their talents and knowledge. The
events provided a valuable opportunity for students, teachers, and the
broader community to engage in important discussions on disaster
management and safety

Through these activities, DDMA Kinnaur aimed to build a stronger
foundation of awareness, preparedness, and resilience among the youth,
while fostering a sense of responsibility for the safety and well-being of
their communities.




» EC activities:Education department was directed toconduct regular awareness
campaigns among school children featuring posters, leaflets and interactive
displays that educate students on various types of disasters along with safety
measures. DDMA Kinnaur has distributed age-appropriate awareness material

among education department viz. booklets, manuals, posters etc.

> Mock Drills:DDMAKinnaur in coordination with Home Guard 1* BNalong with

health department has organized mock drills in Eklavya modelresidential school







The Office of Deputy Commissioner-cum-Chairman
District Disaster Management Authority, Kullu.
Phone No.:-01902-225633, 1077, Email id:-ddma-kul-hp@nic.in

Report on Activities Conducted by DDMA Kullu during SAMARTH - 2024

In October 2024, the District Disaster Management Authority (DDMA) Kullu
undertook a series of activities designed to promote safety awareness. Among
the highlights were the Dusshera Exhibition, a collaborative Jhanki focused on
safe construction awareness, a Safe Construction Competition, and a
Photography Competition. These initiatives aimed to engage the community and

educate participants on crucial safety practices.
1. Dusshera Exhibition

e Duration: October 13-19, 2024

e Location:Dusshera Exhibition Ground, Kullu
Details:

The Dusshera Exhibition was a vibrant seven-day event that took place in
conjunction with the festival. DDMA set up a stall in collaboration with the
State Disaster Response Force (SDRF) and AapdaMitra volunteers. The stall
served as an information hub, providing attendees with vital knowledge about

disaster management and safety protocols. It not only attracted local residents

but also engaged visitors from surrounding areas, fostering a sense of



mailto:ddma-kul-hp@nic.in

community around the importance of preparedness.

During this period, theHon’ble Governor of Himachal Pradesh visited the
Dusshera exhibition, taking the time to explore the various displays and engage

with participants, highlighting his support and interest in Disaster Management

and community involvement.

The AapdaMitra played a significant role throughout the Dusshera events,
including the exhibition and the nukkadnatak performances. These trained
volunteers are specially selected to assist during disasters, providing invaluable
support and guidance in times of need. Their involvement not only enhanced the
effectiveness of the activities but also fostered a sense of trust and reliability

within the community. By sharing their expertise and experiences, AapdaMitra

helped educate attendees on preparedness and safety measures, reinforcing the

importance of community resilience in the face of potential disasters.




2. Jhanki on Safe Construction Awareness

o Date: October 19, 2024 (Last Day of Dusshera)
o Collaborators: Tata Steel and SDRF

Details:

On the final day of Dusshera, DDMA participated in a Jhanki (tableau) aimed at

raising awareness about safe construction practices. This event featured

contributions from various teams, showcasing the collaborative spirit of the
community. The jhanki vividly illustrated the significance of construction safety,
particularly in the face of natural disasters. By creatively presenting these
messages, the event effectively captured the attention of festival-goers and

encouraged discussions about safety in building practices.




3. NukkadNatak on the theme of Safe Construction

o Dates: Throughout October 2024

e Locations: Various places across the district

Details:To further emphasize the importance of safe construction, DDMA
organized a series of street plays,
known as nukkadnatak, which
were performed in  various
locations including Kullu
Dusshera, Sainj Bus Stand,
Banjar Bus Stand, and several
other areas throughout the Kullu

district.

These performances featured local artists and community members who

creatively conveyed critical messages about the dangers of unsafe building
4|Page




practices. Each play was carefully crafted to highlight real-life scenarios,
demonstrating how negligence in construction can lead to accidents and

disasters. The stories presented in these street plays resonated with the

audience, making the subject matter relatable and impactful.

The performances were designed not only to entertain but also to educate.
Engaging storytelling techniques, humor, and dramatic elements were employed
to capture the attention of the audience. Discussions followed each
performance, allowing community members to share their thoughts and

experiences regarding construction safety.

By performing at popular locations and during community events, such as the
Dusshera festival, the nukkadnatak reached a wide audience, fostering an

atmosphere of learning and awareness. Participants reported that the plays

significantly improved their understanding
NukkakNatak (Banjar Bus Stand)

of safe construction practices,

encouraging them to prioritize safety in their own building projects. This

initiative effectively contributed to the overall goal of promoting safety awareness

in the community.

NukkadNatak (Sainj Bus stand)



4. Safe Construction Competition

Details:

The Safe Construction Competition invited students from different educational
levels, including middle school, high school, senior secondary, and college, to
showcase their knowledge of safe construction practices. Each category had first
second and third prizes awarded to the top entries, encouraging participants to

demonstrate their innovative and sustainable methods. Judging criteria

included creativity, feasibility, and adherence to safety standards.




Outcome:

The  competition attracted strong

participation across all categories, with
numerous innovative entries. Students
expressed newfound insights into the
importance of safety in construction,
indicating that the competition
successfully met its educational

objectives and inspired a commitment to




safe building practices.

5. Photography Competition

¢ Platform: Instagram (Kullu Dusshera Handle)

Details:
The photography competition featured three engaging themes, each designed to

capture the essence of Kullu and its surroundings:

. Kullu: Environmental Awareness and Disaster Preparedness.
2. Dusshera: Capturing the vibrancy and spirit of the festival.
3. Scenic Beauty of Kullu:Showcasing the breathtaking landscapes of the
Kullu Valley.
. Rich Culture of Kullu: Highlighting the unique traditions and heritage of

the region.

In addition to promoting local culture and traditions, the competition aimed to
foster a sense of environmental awareness and disaster preparedness. By
highlighting the region’s natural beauty, the initiative also raised awareness
about the environmental challenges the region faces, including the increasing
risks of natural disasters like floods and landslides. The competition encouraged
participants to reflect on both the cultural and environmental significance of
Kullu, inspiring a deeper connection to the land and a greater sense of

responsibility towards its preservation and safety.

Outcome:

The competition attracted a diverse range of participants, showcasing the

artistic talents of local photographers. Winners were announced on October 30,
2024, and received cash prizes along with recognition on social media, further

encouraging community engagement and appreciation for local artistry.




Conclusion:

The activities conducted by DDMA Kullu in October 2024 not only focused on
promoting safety awareness but also celebrated the vibrant culture and
community spirit of the region. Through a combination of exhibitions,
performances, and competitions, DDMA successfully engaged residents and

encouraged them to think critically about safety in construction practices.

The collaborative efforts during the “Jhanki” and the enthusiastic participation
in the competitions highlighted the community's commitment to building a safer
environment. Participants, especially the youth, gained valuable insights into
the importance of safe construction, which will resonate in their future

endeavors as builders and citizens.

As we move forward, the impact of these initiatives will likely extend beyond

October, encouraging ongoing conversations about safety and community

involvement. The successful integration of education and culture through these

activities serves as a powerful reminder of the role that collective action plays in

fostering a safe and vibrant community.

Report on Activities Conducted by Rural Development &Panchayati Raj

Department

Subject: Awareness Programs on Safe Construction Practices

Introduction:

The Rural Development and Panchayati Raj Department conducted a series of
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awareness programs across various Gram Panchayats (GP) in the Kullu district

during the Gram Sabha’s on 02nrd October 2024, focusing on safe construction

practices. These programs aimed to educate and empower local communities on
the importance of building structures that are resilient to natural disasters and

are constructed using safe, sustainable methods.

Objective:

The primary goal of these awareness programs was to ensure that local
communities are equipped with knowledge about safe construction techniques,
which are crucial for minimizing the risks associated with natural disasters,
such as landslides, floods, and earthquakes, that are common in hilly regions
like Kullu. Additionally, the programs aimed to promote the use of locally

available materials and eco-friendly construction practices.

Gram Panchayats in Kullu District Where Awareness Programs on Safe

Construction Were Conducted

1. GP Pangan, Development Block Naggar

2. GP Jaban, Development Block Anni




3. GP Manikaran, Development Block Bhunter

4. GP Badidhar, Development Block Banjar

Outcomes and Impact:

Increased Awareness: The programs successfully raised awareness about
the importance of safe construction practices. Many participants
expressed a newfound understanding of how vulnerable their homes were

to natural disasters and were eager to adopt safer building methods.

Community Engagement: Local residents actively participated in

discussions and demonstrated a high level of interest in adopting safe
construction practices. Many attendees pledged to implement the

techniques learned in their upcoming construction projects.

Fire Safety Mock Drills Conducted by Fire Department Kullu:




1. Date: 4th October 2024 - GSSS Jaree, Kullu

The fire department conducted a mock drill to raise awareness about fire safety

and mitigation strategies. Students and teachers were provided with crucial

information on how to respond during a fire emergency, including evacuation
procedures, safe assembly points, and the use of fire extinguishers. This

initiative aimed at enhancing the safety preparedness of the school community.

Date: 10thOctober 2024 - Dusshera Ground, Dhalpur Kullu
Participants: 500 people

Objective: A large-scale fire safety training
session was held at Dusshera Ground, where
approximately 500 local residents received
essential fire safety awareness. The focus was on
educating the public about fire prevention
techniques, emergency protocols, and proper

evacuation measures in public spaces. The drill




also emphasized community cooperation during fire emergencies.

Mock Drill at Kullu-Manali Airport, Bhunter, Kullu

Date: 24th October 2024

o Participants: 100 male and 60 female individuals

o Objective: A specialized fire safety training session was conducted at the

Bhunter Airport, with approx. 160 participants (100 male and 60 female).
The training provided in-depth knowledge about fire safety in an aviation
environment, including how to handle emergencies on the runway and
within the terminal. Participants were also educated on fire prevention

equipment, emergency exits, and crowd control during an evacuation.
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REPORT ON
CELEBRATION OF
“SAMARTH 2024”
STATE LEVEL
AWARENESS AND
CAPACITY
BUILDING
CAMPAIGN ON
DISASTER RISK

DDMA LAHAUL & SPITI
deoclahaulspiti@gmail.com



s SAMARTH
As a symbol of solidarity with the global efforts to observe the celebration related to the
International Day for Disaster Reduction, the District Disaster Management Authority organises an
annual mass awareness campaign on disaster risk reduction “SAMARTH” to promote a global
culture of disaster reduction, including disaster prevention, mitigation and preparedness. This
campaign is carried out at the district and community level. A variety of events and activities were

organised from 03" October to 25" October 2024.

During this period, the DDMA launched an awareness drive using print media, electronic
media, social media and alternative media like Nukkad nataks. Moreover, Awareness rally and Mini
marathons and sensitisation workshops on subjects like Safe construction, child protection and child
rights, School Safety and Hospital safety were also organised in the district. In order to achieve the
objectives of SAMARTH-2024, the District Disaster Management Authority tried to involve all
Government Departments, Media houses, Educational institutions, NGOs and CBOs to participate
pro-actively in the campaign and contribute effectively to the process of making Lahaul and Spiti a

district resilient to disasters.

Objective:

¢ Activities of SAMARTH 2024
1. Activities at Gram Sabha/Gram Panchayat level:

On 11™October 2024 ameeting at Gram Sabha/Gram Panchayat level was conducted with
the help of DDMA, DRDA, DPO and BDO in all the panchayats of district Lahaul and Spiti. This
meeting was attended by the panchayat members, local residents as well as the local level
functionaries of the line departments. The main objective of the meeting was to promote
dialogue on local concerns related to disaster Management with the main focus on Safe
construction practices. In the meeting the Panchayat secretaries along with the line staff
discussed the following points:

a) The vulnerability profile of the respected District and panchayats, their impact and

measures and strategies to manage Disaster situations.
b) The responsibilities of the panchayats as per the guidelines of Section 41 of Disaster

Management Act 2005.



c¢) The houses should be constructed keeping in mind the safety parameters for its
residents.

d) The people should construct their houses following the BIS Building Codes.

e) The construction workers should be trained in safe construction practices.

f) Advocacy of Earthquake resistant construction.

g) Traditional construction practices and knowledge should be encouraged.

h) MANREGA and other funds provided to the panchayats should be utilized to mitigate
the potential hazards and disasters like landslides, avalanches, fire, earthquake etc.

i) Training of local population to cope with natural disasters.

Glimpses of panchayat meetings held in different Panchyats in the district-

2. Nukkad Natak:



DDMA in coordination with Information and Public Relation Department conducted
Nukkad nataks at various locations within the district. The Nukkad nataks were performed
by the group members of Mannat Kala Manch, Kullu from 03"October to 05" October

2024 at the following locations.

a) Village Lossar,Hansa,Hull:

On 03" October 2024 11:00 AM Nukkad natak was conducted at Village Lossar, Hansa
School and Hullaround 40-50 Students, local residents and representativeswere also

present.

b) Jawahar Navodya Vidyalya School Lari,Tabo, Poh & Shichiling
On 04" October 2024 11:00 AM Nukkad Natak was organised in the Jawahar Navodya
Vidyalya School Lari, Village Tabo, Poh & Shichiling Viillgearound100 Students, local

residents and representativeswere also present.



c) Village Kaza, Kibber and Rangrik
On 05™October 2024 11AM: The Nukkad Natak was organised at the different Schools

where around 60 Students, local residents and representatives were also present.



3. One-day Awareness Workshop on Safe Construction Practice on dated 11-10-
2024 at DC Conference hall Keylong and ADC Office Kaza.
This year’s Samarth-2024 theme focuses on "Safe Construction Practices” in the
State. The District Disaster Management Authority Lahaul and Spiti tried to assess
the practices followed in the vulnerable areas of the district while constructing
houses or any type of buildings so as to avoid damage at the time of a disaster.
Through the different activities and workshops, the DDMA L&S promoted the
Safer building procedures to minimize the vulnerabilities and risks in many areas.
In this regard, One-Day Awareness Workshop on “Safe Construction
Practices”, was conducted on 11th October 2024 at DC Office Conference Hall at
Keylong and Additional Deputy Commissioner office Kaza (Connected through
VC). It was chaired by the Deputy Commisioner Lahaul and Spiti and opening
speech was presented the Guest of Honour Sh. DC Rana, Special Secretary
Revenue —DM to the Government of H.P. Dr. Hemant Kumar Vinayak, Associate
Professor, Civil Engineering Department, NIT Hamirpur having great
contributions on the subject, with reference to the field of Disaster Management
was great resource for the conduct of One day Awareness Workshop on Safe
Construction Practices. All the Executive Engineers. SDOs, JE and Technical rank

officials from various Departments attended the Awareness Workshop.



Attendance Sheet of One-day Awareness Workshop on Safe Construction Practice on

dated 11-10-2024 at DC Conference hall Keylong.



4. One-day Awareness Workshop on Child Protection & Child Rights in Disasters.
on dated 22-10-2024 at DC office Conference Hall Keylong.

DDMA Lahaul & Spiti conducted a One Day Awareness Workshop on Child
Protection and Child Rights, on 7™ October 2024 at DC Conference hall at
Keylong under the Chairmanship of Sh. Rahul Kumar, Deputy Commissioner
Lahaul and Spiti District.Sh Naveen Shukla, Assistant Manager, Bal Raksha
Bharat was invited as resource person for the conduct of the Workshop.

All the field functionaries and the subject matter specialists from the Health,
BDOs and CDPOs department attended the Awareness Workshop



Attendance sheet of One-day Awareness
Workshop on Child Protection & Child Rights in
Disasters. on dated 22-10-2024 at DC office

Conference Hall Keylong.



5. One-day Awareness Workshop onHospital Safety. on dated 23-10-2024 at RH
Keylong.

Hospitals are critical infrastructure that have a very important role in
any post-disaster scenario and have to remain fully functional after a catastrophic
event. For this, it is not enough that the hospital building is strong enough to
withstand the effects of an earthquake, but all the critical equipment and services
in the building have also to remain secure and running to operate at over 300% of
its design capacity to serve the dependent community after any disaster like
earthquake, flood, major fire, landslides, terror attacks, etc. There is a need of
higher level of preparedness to manage the incoming patients and provide them

with life-saving care.



In this regard, to generate awareness amongst the various
Officials/Officers of the Department of Health, District Disaster Management
Authority (DDMA) Lahaul & Spiti conducted a One Day Awareness Workshop on
Hospital Safety “Safe Hospitals in Emergencies and Disasters” on 24" October
2024 at Regional Hospital, Keylong, Lahaul and Spiti.

Sh Naveen Shukla, Assistant Manager, Bal Raksha Bharat was invited
as resource person for the conduct of the Workshop. All the Administrative staff,
Doctors, Paramedic, Nursing and other Technical Staff of regional and civil

hospital in Subdivision Lahaul attended the
Workshop.

Attendance sheet of One-day Awareness

Workshop on Hospital Safety. on dated 23-10-2024 at RH Keylong.






6. Mini Marathon:

A half Marathon was organised by the DDMA on 24"M0ctober 2024 at
07:00AM at District Head quarter Keylong. The Deputy Commissioner Keylong was the
Chief guests for the marathon. The marathon was organised from police Ground Keylong to
Commander Nullah and back to the Police Ground. The police Department provided the
necessary help for management of the traffic on the route and Medical services (Doctor
and Ambulance) were provided by the Health Department. The Staff members of DDMA
and DEOC actively participated in organising the event.

Three categories were created for the marathon

a) Girls school students.

b) Boys School Students.

c) Open category for all other participants.

A total of 20 girls and 30 Boys are participated in the first category, 30 Open category for all
other participants in the third category, participated in the event. The marathon was

flagged off by the Deputy Commissioner Keylong.



7. Awareness and Harmony Walk at Lahaul Division, Sub Division Kaza and
Udaipur Sub Division on Dated 25-10-2024.

Awareness and Harmony Walk were conducted on 25" October 2024 at
Keylong, Udaipur and Kaza at 11 AM. At Keylong. Sh. Sankalp Gautam,
Assistant commissioner to Deputy Commissioner flagged off the walk.

All the students from all the schools along with responsible teachers
participated in this activity. Caps and awareness generation banners and pamphlets
were provided by the DDMA.






¢ Distribution of IEC materials- Samples



¢ Prize Distribution by AC to DC Sir: -

The Prize Distribution Ceremony was organised in DC Office Ground Keylong. Chief guest, AC

to DC Keylong awarded the winners of Mini marathon. Five prizes (FIRST, SECOND and THIRD)

were given in the three categories. A first prize of Rs. 3,000/-, Second Prize of Rs. 2,000/- and a

Third Prize of Rs. 1,000/- were distributed to the winners of the Marathon.

The following were the winners of the marathon in each category.

Sr. No. Age Group Position Name Gender
1. 4-7 1% Nevidita F
2. 1% Pramod M
3. 8-14 (Boys) 2" Nawang M
4, 3" Lakshay M
5. 1% Palvi Thakur F
6. _ 2" Anvesha Sharma F

8-14 (Girls)
7. 31 Anushka F
8. 1% Sumit Kumar M
9. 15-18 2" Mikul Anand M
10. 1% Tashi Lama M
11. 18 Above 2" Shiv Kumar M
12. 31 Ashwin M

8. School safety programme at MINI DIET Kaza, Spiti Subdivision: -
The office of Assistant Project Coordinator, Samgra Shiksha Abhiyan Kaza

Organised a school safety programme to elementary teachers in Kaza Block.

The DDMA Lahaul and Spiti has deputed a team consisting of three members
from Fire Department Keylong as resource persons for 4-day workshop on school
safety programme to elementary teachers at Block Level w.e.f 13-11-2024 to

14.11.2024 at MINI DIET Kaza.

9. Nukkad Natak at Sissu and Keylong: -
The DDMA Lahaul and Spiti has planned Nukkad nataks to be performed by the
Mannat Kala Manch, Kullu at Sissu Village And Keylong on ‘Safe construction

Practices’ on dated 15.11.2024 and 16.11.2024 as part of Samarth 2024.

News paper Cuttings:-
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District Disaster Management Authority, Mandi.

Report on Activities Conducted by DDMA Mandi during SAMARTH - 2024

The District Disaster Management Authority (DDMA) Mandi launched a wide array of
awareness and capacity-building activities in September and October 2024, as part of the
SAMARTH 2024 initiative for the International Day for Disaster Risk Reduction (IDNDRR).
These efforts aimed to increase community awareness, promote safe construction practices, and
enhance preparedness against natural disasters. This report provides an in-depth overview of

each activity conducted during this period.

1. Nukkad Natak Performances Across Sub-divisions

To engage and educate the community on disaster preparedness and safe construction, DDMA
organized Nukkad Natak (street theatre) performances in each sub-division across Mandi district,
covering two locations per sub-division. In total, 24 areas were reached, involving diverse

community groups in an accessible and relatable format.

These performances served as a powerful medium to communicate critical messages about
disaster management, as street theatre is both interactive and adaptable to various local contexts.
Through dramatized storytelling, the Nukkad Natak teams highlighted key themes, such as the
importance of preparedness for natural disasters and the adoption of safe construction techniques
to prevent structural failures. The initiative proved effective in raising awareness at the

grassroots level, with community members gaining practical knowledge that could contribute to

their safety and resilience in disaster-prone environments.

2. Safe Construction Practices Workshop at the Sub-division Level

In September, DDMA Mandi organized one-day workshops focused on safe construction

practices across Sundernagar, Balh, and Gohar sub-divisions. These sessions were primarily




targeted at local NGOs, aiming to empower them with knowledge and skills to act as advocates

and resources for their communities.

The workshops covered crucial areas such as fire safety protocols, search and rescue operations,
and principles of safe construction, which are essential in reducing vulnerability to natural

hazards. By involving NGOs, the DDMA ensured a multiplier effect, as trained individuals

would disseminate these practices further within their communities, thus building a wider

network of informed and prepared citizens.
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3. Safe Construction Competition

The Safe Construction Competition, held on October 5, 2024, invited students from middle
school through college levels to participate in an interactive, educational event focused on
innovative construction solutions. The competition encouraged students to research and
demonstrate safe building practices by creating models or presentations that showcased their

understanding of construction safety.

Participants were judged on creativity, feasibility, and adherence to safety standards, with first,
second, and third prizes awarded in each category. This competition inspired students to think
critically about sustainable construction and provided them with practical insights into the
importance of safety in building design. Many participants demonstrated original ideas that
combined modern construction techniques with locally available resources. The event not only
reinforced educational objectives but also cultivated a commitment to safe construction practices
among the younger generation, potentially influencing future architects, engineers, and

community leaders.







4. Awareness Programs by the Rural Development & Panchayati Raj Department
On October 2, 2024, the Rural Development and Panchayati Raj Department conducted disaster
awareness programs across multiple Gram Panchayats (GPs) in Mandi district during Gram

Sabha meetings. These sessions emphasized the importance of constructing buildings that can

withstand natural disasters, which are common in the hilly terrains of Mandi.

The programs aimed to empower local communities with knowledge of safe construction
techniques that utilize locally sourced, eco-friendly materials. Topics included building strategies
to withstand landslides, floods, and earthquakes, which are particularly relevant given Mandi's
susceptibility to these hazards. Through these targeted initiatives, DDMA and the Panchayati Raj
Department sought to embed a culture of disaster resilience within the community, encouraging

local stakeholders to prioritize safety in construction.







5. Training and Promotion of the School Safety App

On October 9, 2024, a training session was held for school teachers from every block in Mandi
district, with at least two teachers per block participating. The training centered on the School
Safety App, a digital tool designed to enhance school safety by enabling real-time reporting,

monitoring, and information sharing.

Teachers were trained on how to use the app effectively, with DDMA representatives addressing

questions and clarifying the app’s features. By empowering educators with this digital tool,
DDMA aimed to create a safer educational environment, ensuring that schools are better
prepared to respond in emergencies. Teachers left the session equipped to implement the app in

their respective schools, enhancing safety for both students and staff.




6. Mock Drills for Earthquake and Landslide Preparedness in all Sub -divisions

To ensure operational readiness, DDMA organized comprehensive mock drills in all sub-
divisions on October 14, 2024. These exercises focused on earthquake and landslide response,
involving all line departments to simulate a coordinated response effort.

The drills aimed to test the effectiveness of emergency protocols, improve coordination among

agencies, and provide community members with firsthand experience of response actions during
an emergency. By simulating real-life scenarios, participants gained confidence and familiarity
with the procedures, which is essential for timely and effective action in the event of an actual
disaster. Feedback from the drills indicated a strengthened community response capacity and
identified areas for further improvement.










7. Workshop on Structural Safety Audits of the Built Environment

From October 3 to 5, 2024, DDMA Mandi held an intensive workshop on structural safety
audits, drawing 80 participants from various departments, including Block Development Officers
(BDOs), Himachal Pradesh Public Works Department (HPPWD), and Irrigation and Public
Health Department (IPH). Expert resource persons from NIT Hamirpur, Ambuja Cement, and a
leading steel company provided training on safe construction practices, structural integrity

assessments, and auditing techniques.

The workshop aimed to equip participants with the knowledge to evaluate the safety of existing
buildings and infrastructure. Topics covered included identifying potential structural weaknesses,
best practices for retrofitting, and principles of resilient building design. This workshop
contributed to an enhanced understanding of safety audits among local officials and encouraged
the implementation of safe construction principles across the district.
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Conclusion

Through these activities, DDMA Mandi demonstrated a strong commitment to enhancing

disaster resilience and promoting safe construction practices across the district. The diverse
programs not only provided technical skills and knowledge but also encouraged a broader

cultural shift toward safety and preparedness. These efforts, which spanned all levels of the




community, from school students to local NGOs and government officials, reflect a

comprehensive and proactive approach to disaster management.

By engaging the community through educational workshops, practical drills, and hands-on

competitions, DDMA Mandi has laid a solid foundation for a safer, more resilient district. The

initiatives carried out in September and October 2024 will have a lasting impact, reinforcing
Mandi’s readiness to face natural hazards and fostering a widespread commitment to sustainable,

safe construction practices




International Day on Disaster Risk reduction (IDDRR): Samarth 2024 (14™ Edition)
being prepared by District Disaster Management Authority (DDMA Shimla)

1. Activities conducted by District Disaster Management Authority (DDMA Shimla) :

> Gram Sabha Meetings (02" October) : DDMA Shimla in collaboration with
Block Development Officers (BDOs), “Panchayati Raj” and District Rural
Development Agency (DRDA) had organized Gram Sabha meetings in all the
412 panchayats of District Shimla. The meeting included the agenda of
“Comprehensive Mass Campaign for International Day for Disaster Risk

Reduction (IDDRR) Samarth 2024: Promoting Safe Construction”.

» Nukkad Natak : DDMA Shimla in collaboration with District Public Relation
Officer (DPRO) has organized 22 Nukkad Natak in all the Sub-Divisions of
District Shimla i.e. per 02 nukkad natak with an aim to spread awareness
among community on need and importance of safe construction practices.






» Safe Construction Competition: DDMA Shimla in collaboration with Higher
Education has organized competition for preparing safe construction models
at block level for 03 different categories i.e. High School level, Senior
Secondary level and College level. Further, the competition at District Level
was organized at Bachat Bhawan, DC Office Shimla for the best top safe
construction models where Deputy Commissioner-cum-Chairman DDMA
Shimla chaired the programme. Additionally, the Additional District
Magistrate (Protocol) , District Revenue Officer (DRO), Principal ITI (Shimla),
representative of MC Shimla, PWD and PO DRDA were committee members

for selection of best models from each category.









» Other Competitions: DDMA Shimla in collaboration with Higher education

has organized various competitions to spread awareness among school

students on various aspects of disasters and disaster management . details

are mentioned below :-

O

Mock Drills on landslide/flashflood/earthquake scenario.
Slogan writing competitions

Quiz on Disasters.

Painting and poster making competitions.

Essay writing competitions.

Preparation of school disaster management plans.



» IEC activities: Education department was directed to conduct regular
awareness campaigns among school children featuring posters, leaflets and
interactive displays that educate students on various types of disasters along
with safety measures. DDMA Shimla has distributed age-appropriate
awareness material among education department viz. booklets, manuals,

posters etc.

» Trainings on Safe Construction Practices: DDMA Shimla in collaboration with
JUIT Waknaghat has organized 02 training programmes on Safe Construction
practices. Trainings were imparted to Junior Engineers (JEs) and Technical
Assistants (TAs) with an aim to further impart trainings to masons. The JEs
and Technical Assistants (TAs) were trained in examining quality of materials
and importance of construction tooks for safe construction, layout of site,
Construction sample foundation and Plinth, construction of plinth band,
constructing hazard resistant foundations with corner vertical bars, principal
of hazard resistant construction, hazard resistant features for house size and
configuration, importance of site and soil conditions, constructing earthquake

resistant feature plinth band etc.






» Training Programme on Earthquake Retrofitting: DDMA Shimla has

organized 03 days training programme in collaboration with CBRI Roorkee. 35



participants from HPPWD, MC Shimla, Aall Indian Radio, BDO Office,

Doordardhan etc. has participated and prepared drawings.



» Skit Competition: DDMA Shimla in coordination with education department
has organized skit competition on “Safe Construction Practices” at Gaiety
Theatre Shimla on 07™ October 2024 in which ten schools have participated.
Sh. Jawahar Kaul (News Reader, Doordarshan and Assistant Directors in short
films), Dr. Poornina Sharma (HOD, Art & Cultural Society, St. Thomas) and Sh.
Roopesh Bhimta (Actor, Director & Designer in the field of Theatre) were
judges during the skit competition. PM Shree GS Totu was the winner of Skit

competition.






» Mock Drills: DDMA Shimla in coordination with Home Guard & Civil Defence
(02nOI & 03" BN) along with Fire services has organized mock drills in schools
and in all the offices including Jhakoo ropeway. Details of Jhakoo ropeway is
mentioned below:-

o  Jakhoo Ropeway Mock Drill :- On 25" October,
2023 mock drill on rope way has been organised in coordination with National
Disaster Response Force (NDRF), State Disaster Response Force (SDRF) and
Home Guard & Civil Defence 03™Battalion. Total 100 people participated in

the mock exercise.






> Exhibition on Ridge: Himachal Pradesh State Disaster Management Authority
(HPSDMA) and DDMA Shimla has organized exhibition at Padam Dev Complex
and The Ridge, Shimla w.e.f 13™ October 2024 to 15" October 2024. Approx
30 organizations / NGOs/ agencies/ departments have participated in the
exhibition. Agencies viz. Sky Air Mobility Pvt. Ltd., Doers, Indian rescue
academy, Tata steel limited, department of environment, science and
technology, HPPWD, Horticulture wing, Idea Forge Technology Ltd, Central
Building Research Institute, Roorkee Aimili Ltd, SRP Corporation, Temflo
Systems Pvt. Ltd., Bal Raksha Bharat, Entertainment Enterprises Ltd., Satpalda
Geospatial Excellence, Vedant Innotech Pvt Ltd., Black Sky, Genesys
International, Health & family welfare Department, Indo Wings Pvt. Ltd.,
Saket Rajani, Indian Meteorological Department, National Disaster Response
Force, Department of Himachal Fire Service, State Disaster Response Force

and Civil Defence and Home Guards participated in the exhibition.
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Introduction

Sirmaur is the most south-eastern district of Himachal Pradesh. It is largely mountainous and
rural, with 90% of its population living in villages. It consists of the foothills of Himalayas,
which is Siwalik’s and Middle Himalayas with the heights of the mountains ranging from 300
meters to 3000 meters above sea level. The region is fed by numerous perennial rivers which
originate in the glaciers and supply water to the plains throughout the year. Having a
mountainous topography, this area is also prone to the incidents of cloud burst and flash
flood. As has been seen in other parts of the State, landslides can wipe out entire villages as
well as lead to blocking and cutting off of settlements for days from the rest of the state. Due
to loose and unconsolidated material any kind of shaking can also trigger landslides or rock
falls which also pose a threat to the district.

As per the instructions of Deputy Commissioner Sirmaur, today on Tuesday, a workshop was
organized by the Government Industrial Training Institute, Rajgarh on the subject of "Safe
Building Construction” under the state-wide public awareness campaign "Samartha 2024"
based on disasters.The program was presided over by Chairman, Institute Management
Committee, Government Industrial Training Institute, Rajgarh Rajendra Thakur as the chief
guest.

He said that this program was mainly based on safe building construction style in view of the
serious situation of earthquake in Himachal. Apart from this, he told that "Samartha-2024" is
a state-wide disaster based public awareness program which is being organized in the entire
state from 1 to 15 October. Whose sole objective is to reduce the loss of life and property due
to disasters in the state. About 200 students were present in this program.Apart from this, he
told that for expert lecture, Himendra Sharma, Assistant Engineer, Himachal Pradesh Public
Works Department, Rajgarh and Manish Thakur Government Contractor shared the safe
building construction style and technology with everyone in detail. The workshop was
conducted by Amrit Kumar Instructor Government Industrial Training Institute, Rajgarh. On
this occasion, Principal, Government Industrial Training Institute, Rajgarh, Village Panchayat
Pradhan Tikkar, academic and non-academic staff of the institute, local media and other
dignitaries were present.



As part of the state-wide public awareness campaign (1-15 October, 2024) based on various
types of disasters, a district level competition for "Safe Construction Practices" was
successfully organized today on Thursday at the District Institute of Education and Training
(DIET) Nahan. Additional District Magistrate, Sirmaur L.R. Verma visited this district level
exhibition program as the chief guest. During this, he discussed the importance of safe
building construction especially in the Himalayan region and also appreciated the models of
all the children.He informed that Kritish Aggarwal of Government Senior Secondary School,
Saraha has secured first place in the Senior Secondary School category by the jury, while on
the other hand, Manav Sharma of Government High School, Malgaon has secured first place
in this competition in the High School category. Additional District Magistrate informed that
the winning students in both the categories will go to display their respective models in the
"Samartha-2024" program to be organized at the state level, which will be held on 7 October
2024 in Shimla. Apart from this, he told that in this competition about 20 students from all
the education blocks of District Sirmaur actively participated and also displayed their
models.On this occasion, District Development Officer and Member Secretary, Abhishek
Mittal, District Project Officer (Samagra Shiksha) Himanshu Bhardwaj, Technical Officer
(DIET Nahan) Tapendra Singh and committee member Omkar Sharma, representative from
Deputy Director, Higher Education Nahan, District Coordinator (Disaster Management)
Rajan Kumar Sharma and teachers and participating children from various education blocks,
all educational and non-educational staff of DIET Nahan were also present.






A combined mock drills/awareness program on the theme "Safe Construction Practice” under
"Samarth-2024 conducted by Home Guards & Fire teams at Govt. Sr. Sec. School Majra and
Polytechnic College Dhaula Kuan in District Sirmaur (H.P).

Under the state-wide public awareness campaign "Samartha 2024", a mock drill and public
awareness campaign was organized today by the joint teams of Home Guard Fourth Corps,
Nahan and Fire Station, Nahan at Government Senior Secondary School (Girls), Nahan and
Dr. Yashwant Singh Parmar Government Post Graduate College, Nahan in district Sirmaur.

The above teams provided detailed information about ways to avoid disasters and various
types of search and rescue techniques to about 300 students. In-charge, District Disaster
Management Authority Sirmaur, Rajan Kumar Sharma said that under the "Samartha-2024"
public awareness program, people will be made aware of disasters through various types of
public awareness programs, mock drills, quizzes and street plays in the district from October
1 to October 30, 2024. All the educational and non-educational staff of the concerned
institutions were present in these programs and also appreciated these programs.



A combined mock drill exercise has been conducted at GGSSS, Paonta Sahib on the occasion
of AapdaJokhimNeunikaran (Disaster Risk Reduction -DRR) under Samarth- 2024 campaign
on "Safe construction practice” by DDMA, Home Guards 4th Battalion- Nahan, and Fire
Station Paonta Sahib district Sirmaur (H.P). Wherein, about 750 students and teachers
participated in these
mock drill practices.

On the occasion of Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR), a joint mock drill exercise was organized
by DDMA, Home Guards 4th Battalion-Nahan and Fire Station, Paonta Sahib District
Sirmaur (HP) on "Safe Construction Exercise” under Samarth-2024 campaign at Government
Senior Secondary School, Gorakhuwala District Sirmaur. In which about 400 students and
teachers participated in the mock drill exercise.



On the occasion of Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR), a joint mock drill practice and public
awareness program was successfully organized by DDMA, Home Guards 4th Battalion-
Nahan and Adarsh Fire Station Nahan, District Sirmaur (HP) on "Safe Construction
Practices” under Samarth-2024 campaign (1-15 October 2024) at Government Senior
Secondary School, Malgaon and Government Senior Secondary School, Dadahu- District
Sirmaur. In these joint programs, about 340 students and teachers participated in the mock
drill practice. On this occasion, heads of the concerned institutions, Home Guards and Fire
Station officers and trainers were also present.

District Disaster Management Authority, Sirmaur and Shraddha Voluntary Organization,
Paonta Sahib organized a workshop under Samarth-2024 today in Paonta Sahib on the
occasion of International Disaster Risk Reduction Day-13 October. During this, this
workshop was conducted by Madan Sharma, Convener of District Inter Agency Group.
\Voluntary organizations of all development blocks in Sirmaur, who are also members of the



District Inter Agency Group, attended this workshop. Members of all development blocks of
the district were connected to the program both in practical form and virtual medium. While
starting and presiding over this program, Madan Sharma welcomed all the members and gave
a detailed presentation regarding today's workshop. As subject expert and keynote speaker,
In-charge, District Disaster Management Authority, Sirmaur Rajan Kumar Sharma said that in
the year 2022 and 2023, severe damage was seen in district Sirmaur due to southwest
monsoon. He urged all the NGOs to construct safe buildings and said that earthquakes do not
kill anyone but unsafe buildings cause loss of life and property. He also discussed in detail
with the participants about the terrible earthquake that struck Kangra on 4 April 1905. Apart
from this, he said that voluntary organizations play an important role in the district and during
any kind of disaster, these organizations are able to help people by connecting with the
ground level.

He emphasized on various types of identified human and natural disasters in the district such
as earthquake, flood, landslide, forest fire, domestic fire, snake bite, dog bite, cloud burst and
lightning etc. He told that for this, people at the local level will have to train themselves and
the communities around them through various types of preparation and public awareness
campaigns before, during and after the disaster. At present, safe building construction is the
need of the hour, because earthquake zones 4 and 5 in Himachal Pradesh fall in the highly
sensitive category. He urged all the participants to encourage people around them to construct
earthquake resistant buildings.In the end, the convener of this workshop, Madan Sharma,
Director Shraddha NGO thanked and thanked all the participants.On this occasion, about 48
officerss/members of other voluntary organizations like Rajan Kumar Sharma, Incharge
District Disaster Management Authority, Sirmaur, Madan Sharma, Ramesh Atri, Dheeraj
Ramol, Khajan Sharma, Virendra Kapoor, Vijay Bangaliya, Sushil Kumar, Suresh Sharma,
Ajay Kumar, Hansraj, Bina Devi, Archana etc. was also present in the workshop.



As per the directions of Himachal Pradesh State Disaster Management Authority and Deputy
Commissioner Sirmaur, Sumit Khimta, a one-day workshop was organized today at the
District Institute of Education and Training (DIET), Nahan to commemorate the 14th edition
of the state-wide public awareness campaign "Samartha 2024". The Deputy Commissioner
informed that this workshop is being organized on this year's theme "Safe Building
Construction™. Junior Engineers, Sub-Divisional Magistrates, and all technical staff from
Himachal Pradesh Public Works Department, Jal Shakti Department, Himachal Pradesh
Urban Development Authority, Town and Planning Department, District Council, Himachal
Pradesh State Electricity Corporation, Block Development Office, Nahan and other related
departments are participating in this workshop. He informed that safe building construction
techniques and various types of protective activities are being discussed in this workshop. In-
charge, District Disaster Management Authority, Rajan Kumar Sharma informed that
earthquakes do not kill anyone but unsafe and non-earthquake resistant buildings are
responsible for human deaths.

He also discussed with the participants about various types of disasters in Sirmaur district. As
a subject expert, Junior Engineer of Himachal Pradesh Public Works Department, Sachin
Sharma discussed about the material, technology and design used in safe building
construction. In the second session of the program, Junior Engineers of DIET, Nahan,
Tapendra Singh and Archana Sharma discussed with the participants about safe building
construction, buildings should be constructed only after checking the right place and proper
soil quality. Apart from this, he told that before constructing a building in any area, it is very
important to take advice from a subject expert or engineer.District Project Officer (Samagra
Shiksha) and Principal, District Education and Training Institute, Nahan, Himanshu Bhardwaj
participated in the workshop as the chief guest. He emphasized on all the participants to
actively discuss and deliberate about "safe building construction™ in this workshop. Apart
from this, he informed all the participants that this year under "Samartha-2024", the students
of Government Senior Secondary School, Saraha of Sirmaur district have received the first
prize under the safe building construction model in the senior secondary category in the entire
state, which is a matter of joy. The workshop was conducted by spokesperson DIET, Nahan
Omkar Sharma. At the end of this workshop, all the successful participants were also honored
with certificates and subject experts were given mementos etc.On this occasion, participants
from various technical departments, junior engineers, engineers from Town and Planning
Department, Jal Shakti, Himuda, District Council and Electricity Department, along with
teachers and students of DIET, Nahan were also present.






On the occasion of Disaster Risk Reduction "Samartha 2024" Safe Construction Exercise ", a
joint mock drill was organized at Government Senior Secondary School, Sataun (Sirmaur) by
the team of DDMA Sirmour, Home Guard 4th Battalion, Nahan and Fire Station, Paonta
Sahib.In which about 325 participants were made aware about various disasters, lifesaving
skills and mock drill was also conducted. The Home Guard team was led by Platoon
Commander, Rakesh Kumar. In the end, the Principal Government Senior Secondary School,
Sataun District Sirmour expressed his gratitude to all the rescue teams, fire brigade. The
school team and its entire staff and students were congratulated for actively participating in
this valuable training-cum-awareness program under the state-wide public awareness
campaign "SMART-2024" sponsored by the District Disaster Management Authority
Sirmour, Himachal Pradesh.On this occasion, all the students, teachers and non-teaching staff
of the school were also present.

On the occasion of Disaster Risk Reduction "Samartha-2024" Safe Construction Exercise ", a
joint mock drill was organized at Government Senior Secondary School, Kaffota (Sirmaur)
by the team of DDMA Sirmaur, Home Guard 4th Battalion, Nahan and Fire Station, Shillai.In
which about 300 participants / students were made aware about various disasters, lifesaving
skills and mock drill was also conducted. The Home Guard team was led by Platoon
Commander, Naresh Kumar. In the end, the Principal Government Senior Secondary School,
Kaffota District Sirmaur expressed his gratitude to all the rescue teams, fire brigade. The
school team and its entire staff and students were congratulated for actively participating in
this valuable training-cum-awareness program under the state-wide public awareness
campaign "Samartha-2024" sponsored by the District Disaster Management Authority



Sirmaur, Himachal Pradesh.On this occasion, all the students, academic and non-academic
staff of the school were also present.



As per the directions of Deputy Commissioner Sirmaur, under the ongoing special awareness
campaign disaster reduction "Samartha-2024" in district Sirmaur, Giri-Ganga Cultural Team
organized folk media programs and made people aware about natural and man-made disasters
in the state level Sharad Mahotsav-2024 being organized under sub-division, Paonta Sahib
today.During the program, while the artists entertained with songs and music on one hand,
they also made people aware about reducing the damage caused by disaster, building
earthquake resistant houses, safety measures and precautions in situations like earthquake,
landslide, flood and fire through street play.While making people aware during the program,
the artists told that in case of an earthquake, the strategy of bend, cover and catch should be
adopted and we should collect as much information as possible related to the disaster and
share this information with our family, children and elders.So that life can be protected by
being aware during the disaster.Apart from the administration, local public representatives
and Panchayat representatives, Pradhan Ashwini Kumar, other ward members and local
people were especially present in the program.



As per the directions of Deputy Commissioner Sirmaur, today on Friday, on the occasion of
Disaster Risk Reduction "Samartha-2024" Safe Construction Exercise ", a joint mock drill
was organized by the team of DDMA Sirmaur, Home Guard 4th Battalion, Nahan and Fire
Station, Shillai at Government Senior Secondary School, Shillai and Bakras (Sub Division
Kaffota) District Sirmaur.In which about 800 participants / students were jointly made aware
about various disasters, lifesaving skills and mock drill was also conducted. The Home Guard
team was led by Platoon Commander, Naresh Kumar. In the end, the Principal Government
Senior Secondary School, Shillai and Bakras, District Sirmaur expressed gratitude to all the
rescue teams, fire brigade. The school team and their entire staff and students were
congratulated for actively participating in this valuable training-cum-awareness program
under the state-wide public awareness campaign "Samartha-2024" sponsored by District
Disaster Management Authority Sirmaur, Himachal Pradesh.On this occasion, all the
students, educational and non-teaching staff were also present.



Under the joint aegis of District Disaster Management Authority, Sirmaur and Adarsh Fire
Station, Nahan, today on 18 October 2024, about 35 students and two teachers of
Government Senior Secondary School, Vikram Bagh were given complete information about
fire safety and operating fire extinguishers at the Fire Station, Nahan.The team led by
Leading Fireman Ramesh Chand from the fire station provided detailed information to the



children about the solutions to be taken after any kind of fire through mock drill. The nodal
officer of Government Senior Secondary School, Vikram Bagh was also present on this
occasion.

As per the instructions of Deputy Commissioner Sirmaur, today on Saturday, on the occasion
of Disaster Risk Reduction "Samartha-2024" Safe Construction Exercise, a joint mock drill
exercise was organized by the joint teams of DDMA Sirmaur, Home Guard 4th Battalion,
Nahan and Adarsh Fire Station, Nahan at M/s Pidilite Private Industry Rampur Jatan, Kala
Amb District Sirmaur.This joint 11-member team was led by Naresh Kumar, Platoon
Commander Home Guard Department and Rajesh Kumar, Leading Fireman Adarsh Fire
Station, Nahan in the above departments respectively.Platoon Commander Home Guards,
Naresh Kumar said that today the employees of about 20 industries were trained in Pidilite
Industry under Tehsil Nahan, which is included in the category of major accident risk (MAH)
and potential industries. In this context, he also gave information to the employees of the
industry about the search and rescue to be done during chemical leakage and fire in various
ways. Apart from this, how to use CPR technique in case of sudden heart attack. Training was
also given in this regard to revive them through. Leading Fireman Rajesh Kumar of Adarsh
Agni Kendra, Nahan provided detailed information to these employees about how to rescue
in case of various types of fire incidents.Ravi Sharma, Nodal Officer of this company, said
that the above rescue teams and disaster management teams made the company aware about
various types of disasters, lifesaving skills and also conducted a mock drill.

In the end, he expressed his gratitude to all these search and rescue and fire teams. District
Disaster Management Authority Sirmaur congratulated the company team and their entire
staff for actively participating in this valuable training-cum-awareness program under the



state-wide public awareness campaign "Samartha-2024" sponsored by the Government of
Himachal Pradesh.

Under the joint aegis of District Disaster Management Authority, Sirmaur and Adarsh Fire
Station, Nahan, today on 21st October, 2024, about 21 students and two teachers of
Government Senior Secondary School, Saraha (Pachhad Sub Division) were given complete
information about fire safety and operating fire extinguishers at the Fire Station, Nahan.The
team led by Leading Fireman, Ramesh Chand from the fire station provided detailed
information to the children about the solutions to be taken after any kind of fire through mock
drill.On this occasion, the nodal officer and teachers of Government Senior Secondary
School, Saraha were also present.



As per the instructions of Deputy Commissioner Sirmaur, a two-day workshop was organized
at the Corps Training Centre Vikram Cancel, Nahan, under the Home Guard Fourth Corps,
Nahan, in which about 57 students of Government Senior Secondary School, Kala Amb and
Government Senior Secondary School, Surla were given information about disaster by In-
charge, Corps Training Centre, Platoon Commander Santosh Kumari and other instructors
under the National Skill Qualification Framework. In which they told what things should be
known before the disaster occurs. Detailed information was given on the methods to deal
with it. Information was also given about first aid, CPR and rifle training. Apart from this,



methods of safely evacuating the injured from the incident site were also told. The students
present in the workshop were also given practice. On this occasion, instructors and staff of
Home Guard Fourth Corps Training Centre Vikram Cancel, school representatives and other
dignitaries were also present.

As per the directions of Deputy Commissioner Sirmaur, today on Wednesday, on the occasion
of Disaster Risk Reduction "Samartha-2024" Safe Construction Exercise ", a joint mock drill
was organized by the joint teams of DDMA Sirmaur, Home Guard 4th Battalion, Nahan and
Fire Station, Nahan at Government Senior Secondary School, Sarahan and PM Shri
Government Senior Secondary School, Narag (Sub Division Pachhad) District Sirmaur.In
which about 470 participants/students were jointly made aware about various disasters,
lifesaving skills and mock drill was also conducted. The Home Guard team was led by
Platoon Commander, Naresh Kumar. In the end, the Principal Government Senior Secondary



School, Sarahan and Narag, District Sirmaur expressed gratitude to all the rescue teams, fire
brigade. Congratulations to the school team and their entire staff and students for actively
participating in this valuable training-cum-awareness program under the state-wide public
awareness campaign "Samartha-2024" sponsored by District Disaster Management Authority
Sirmaur, Himachal Pradesh. On this occasion, all the students, academic and non-academic
staff of these schools were also present.

As per the directions of Deputy Commissioner Sirmaur, today on Thursday, on the occasion
of Disaster Risk Reduction "Samartha-2024" Safe Construction Exercise ", a joint mock drill
was organized by the joint teams of DDMA Sirmaur, Home Guard 4th Battalion, Nahan and
Fire Station, Nahan at Government Senior Secondary School, Sangrah and Nauhradhar
District Sirmaur.In which about 490 participants / students were jointly made aware about
various disasters, life saving skills and mock drill was also conducted. The Home Guard team
was led by Platoon Commander, Naresh Kumar. In the end, the Principal Government Senior



Secondary School, Sangrah and Nauhradhar, District Sirmaur expressed his gratitude to all
the rescue teams, fire brigade. The school team and their entire staff and students were
congratulated for actively participating in this valuable training-cum-awareness program
under the state-wide public awareness campaign "Samartha-2024" sponsored by District
Disaster Management Authority Sirmaur, Himachal Pradesh.On this occasion, all the
students, educational and non-teaching staff were also present.

As per the instructions of Deputy Commissioner Sirmaur, today on Tuesday, under the
Disaster Risk Reduction and Capacity Building Campaign, D.D.M.A. Sirmaur, Home Guard
Fourth Battalion, Nahan and Fire Station, Nahan, joint teams of a joint mock drill were
organized at Government Senior Secondary School, Birla and Government Senior Secondary
School, Surla.In which about 250 students were made aware about various disasters, life-
saving skills, capacity building and other technical skills etc. and a mock drill was also
organized. The Home Guard team was led by Platoon Commander, Naresh Kumar. In the
end, Amit Sharma, Vice Principal, Government Senior Secondary School, Birla District
Sirmaur expressed his gratitude to all the rescue teams, fire brigade and also thanked them for
this valuable disaster related information.On this occasion, all the students, academic and
non-academic staff of the school were also present.



The Nukkad Natak (Street Plays) on “Samarth-2024” were also conducted in
district Sirmaur in the Month of October, 2024 at various locations where the
public gathering was very high: the list of such locations is given as under:

1. Paonta, Kaffota, Ronhat, Nohradhar, Rajgarh and Rajpur bus stand

2. GDC, Haripurdhar, Sangrah, Paonta Sahib, Nahan etc.

3. ITI Rajgarh, some main bazaar of Nohradhar, Haripurdhar and Nahan
There is total 16 locations, where the IPER and DDMA Sirmaur was conducted the
street plays and nukkarnatak on disaster management for promoting the safe



construction practices in the Himachal Pradesh state in view of high frequency of
various disasters in the state.

The Education department and Himachal home guards, Sirmaur both the departments
were also conducted the multiple events on the occasion of state wide mass awareness
campaign on ‘Samarth-2024” in district Sirmaur w.e.f. 1 to 30™ October, 2024.

Some Newspapers cuttings of “Samarth-2024” a mass awareness campaign
in district Sirmaur, Himachal Pradesh w.e.f. 1% to 30" October, 2024












EMERGENCY CONTACT NUMBER
District Toll Free No: 1077
Fire Toll Free No. 101
Common Emergency No. 112
Police Toll Free No. 100
Health Toll Free No. 108
State EOC toll free No. 1070
CM Sewa Helpline No. 1100

Thanks, with regards
District Disaster Management Authority
District Sirmaur, Himachal Pradesh

Email: ddma-sir-hp@ogov.in,
deocsirmour@gmauil.com

Toll free No. DEOC: 1077
Tel No. 01702-226405
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REPORT
ON
Celebration of SAMARTH -2024
(1st October 2024 to 31st October 2024)
on the occasion of

“International Day of Disaster Risk Reduction (IDDRR)”

A Mass Awareness Campaign for Disaster Risk Reduction

“Empowering the next generation for a resilient future”

DISTRICT DISASTER MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY
DISTRICT - SOLAN




SAMARTH - 2024
Every year the SAMARTH event is being celebrated on 13t October to raise the awareness
about the Disaster Risk Reduction (IDDR) measures. The event is named SAMARTH, and its
spans two weeks in which various activities are organized at the State, District and Local
Level, including workshops, exhibitions, various competitions and street plays at
community level, and Gram Sabha Meetings at each Gram Panchayat.

Following Activities done under the banner of SAMARTH by District Disaster
Management Authority Solan:

S. No.

Activity

Venue

Dates

1.

Gram Sabha Meeting

Gram Sabha Meeting at each
Gram Panchayat with a agenda
regarding the Disaster Risk
Reduction promoting Safe
Construction Practices.

02-10-2024

Nukkad Natak

(Nukkad Nataks at each Sub-
Division of District Solan on
Disaster Awareness and Safe
Construction has been
conducted by the Kala
Manch.)

Kandaghat Sub- Division -
1. GSSS Kandaghat
2. Gram Panchayat Wakna

18-10-2024

Sub- Division Kasauli -
1. GSSS Kuthar
2.  GSSS Chandi

08-10-2024

Solan Sub-Division -
1. GBSSS Solan
2. Ganj Bazar Solan

21-10-2024

Sub- Division Nalagarh

1 GSSS, Baddi

2 Truck Operators’ Union
Baddi

3 GGSSS Nalagarh

4  GSSSS Joghon (Nalagarh)

21-10-2024 &
22-10-2024

Arki Sub- Division:
1. Gram Panchayat Surajpur
2. GSSSS Kunihar

15-10-2024

A District Level Competition
on "Safe Construction

Meeting Hall, DC Office, Solan

05-10-2024




Practices/ Models in
coordination with Higher
Education

Mock Drill at Government | Government Degree College, 15-10-2024
Degree College, Solan Solan

One Day Workshop roles and | Meeting Hall, Zila Parisad, 16-10-2024
responsibilities of youth in | District Solan

Disaster = Risk  Reduction

(DRR):

On 17-10-2024 ADRA NGO | Gram Panchayat - Salogra 17-10-2024
and aapda mitra aware the

general public by distribution

of IEC material on safe

construction practices and

SAMARTH booklets during

the local mela at Salogra.

One day workshop on Safe | Meeting Hall, Zila Parisad, 19-10-2024
Construction Practices and | District Solan

Bio-Engineering concepts in

Disaster Risk Reduction:

Training for the media person | Meeting Hall, Zila Parisad, 21-10-2024
on Role of Media in Disaster District Solan

Management:

Competition for all the Slogan Writing October 2024

schools by BPEO/ Deputy
Director Higher & Elementary
Education.

Quiz on Disaster

B W N e

Essay Writing

Painting and Poster Making




On October 2, 2024, on the occasion of SAMARTH -2024, in coordination of District Disaster
Management Authority, Solan, Gram Shabha meeting was held include the agenda of
Comprehensive Mass Campaign for International Day for Disaster Risk Reduction (IDDRR),
"Promoting Safe Construction Practices at Gram Panchayat Level".




On the occasion of SAMARTH-2024 - A District Level School Competition on "Safe
Construction Practices/ Models" took place on 05-10-2024 at the Meeting Hall, DC Office
Solan, organized by the District Disaster Management Authority, Solan in coordination with
Higher Education, Solan. In this competition students from various schools across the
District showcased their innovative ideas and commitment to safety.







Mock Drill at Government Degree College, Solan

Mock drill at Government Degree College, Solan was organized by DDMA Solan in
collaboration with Home Guard & Civil Defence, Fire, Police, Health Department and
Revenue Staff on 15-10-2024.







One Day Workshop roles and responsibilities of youth in Disaster Risk Reduction
(DRR):

On October 16, 2024, the District Disaster Management Authority Solan organized
insightful one-day training for the volunteers of NYKS, NSS, Scouts & Guides, Aapda Mitras
and DIAG members (NGOs) on Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) and their Roles &
Responsibilities under Samarth 2024 at the Conference Hall, Zila Parishad, District Solan.
This workshop focused on the vital topics of Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) and the roles
and responsibilities of volunteers in disaster management. Participants engaged in
discussions, practical exercises, and shared valuable insights to enhance our collective
readiness for disaster scenarios.




One day workshop on Safe Construction Practices and Bio-Engineering concepts in
Disaster Risk Reduction:

On October 19, 2024, Glimpse of one day workshop on Safe Construction Practices and
Bio-Engineering concepts in Disaster Risk Reduction was conducted at Zila Parishad,
District Solan to all technical departments PWD, JSV, HPSEBL, MCs, Horticulture and
Agriculture department.
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Training for the media person on Role of Media in Disaster Management:

On October 21, 2024, Glimpse of Half day workshop "Role of Media in Disaster
Management" was organised for the media persons at Meeting Hall, Zila Parishad, District

Solan during SAMARTH -2024.

11




On October 17, 2024, ADRA NGO and Aapda Mitra volunteers aware the general public by
distribution of IEC material on safe construction practices and SAMARTH booklets

during the local Mela at Salogra.

12




Under the disaster management program, Mock drill and demonstration was held at Govt.
Sr. Sec. School, Goyla by Home Guard and Fire team.

13




Nukkad Natak Performance in Solan District

(Nukkad Nataks/ Street Plays were performed in various location of the district Solan
(2 Nukkad Natak In each Sub- Division) to aware the general public and students about

the Disaster Risk Reduction and Safe Construction Practices)

14
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Various School Activities during the SAMARTH - 2024:

Painting Competition on Samarth 2024
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Mock Drill Activity Conduct during Samarth 2024
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Quiz Competition (School Level) during Samarth 2024
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A Report on

Celebration of SAMARTH -2024 (1% October 2024 to 15" October 2024) on
the occasion of

“International Day of Disaster Risk Reduction (IDDRR)”

A Mass Awareness Campaign for Disaster Risk Reduction

“Empowering the next generation for a resilient future”

District Disaster Management Authority (DDMA),
Una, Himachal Pradesh




SAMARTH -2024

Every year the SAMARTH event is being celebrated on 13" October to raise the awareness about the
Disaster Risk Reduction (IDDR) measures. The event is named SAMARTH, and its spans two weeks in
which various activities are organized at the State, District and Local Level, including workshops,
exhibitions, various competitions and street plays at community level, and Gram Sabha Meetings at each
Gram Panchayat.

Following Activities done under the banner of SAMARTH by District Disaster Management
Authority Una:

S. No. Activity Action Venue Dates
1. Gram Sabha Direction has been | Gram Sabha Meeting at each | 02-10-2024
Meeting issued to DPO, and | Gram Panchayat with agenda
DRDA to organize | regarding the Disaster Risk
the Gram Sabha Reduction.
Meeting on 2"
October 2024.
2. Nukkad Natak NukkadNatak on Una
Disaster Awareness | 1. Bus Stand Una 07.10.2024
and Safe 2. Bus stand Santoshgarh | 07.10.2024
Construction has Amb
been conducted by | 1. Bus Stand Chintpurni | 11.10.2024
the Folk Groups. 2. Gram Panchayat 11.10.2024
Panjoa
Bangana
1. Gram Panchayat 10.10.2024
Dhundla
2. Gram Panchayat 10.10.2024
Raipur Maidan
Haroli
1. Bus Stand Haroli 08.10.2024
2. GP Bathu 08.10.2024
3.
Gagret
1. Gram Panchayat 09.10.2024
Ghanari
2. Bus Stand Gagret 09.10.2024
3. Popularization of Elementary & Higher Education: 01-10-2024to
School Safety App UDISE code of the Government and Private 15-10-2024
Schools of the district has been activated by DDMA
Una.
4, Competition for all Higher Education 1. Slogan Writing 02-10-2024 to
the schools by and Elementary 2. Quiz on Disaster 09-10-2024
BPEO/ Deputy Education had 3. Painting and Poster
Director Higher & conducted the Making
Elementary activities under the 4. Essay Writing
Education. SAMARTH 2024.




5. Training and Training was imparted to the District & Block 30-09-2024
Capacity building on | Level J.Es and technical Assistant of the Panchayati
Safe Construction Raj Department regarding safe construction
practices practices activities
6. Remembrance to the | All Educational Institutions Schools, Colleges, ITIs | 12-10-2024
peoples who lost had conducted the 2 Minutes Silence and
their lives due to the | remembrance to the peoples who lost their lives due
disasters. to the disasters on 14" October 2024.
7. Mock Drill on Fire Mock Drill Conducted at New Mini Secretariat, | 14-10-2024
Safety District HQ, Una on 14-10-2024, 11.00 AM to
aware the general public, Office Staff and
preparedness of the District Administration.

Some Glimpse of Activities of SAMARTH

1. Gram Sabha Meeting:-

The Gram Sabha meeting of 2 October focused on Disaster Management and Safe Construction
Practices. The session highlighted the importance of proactive disaster preparedness at the village level
and emphasized safe construction as a critical factor in reducing risk during disasters. Under Samarth -
2024, as part of International Disaster Risk Reduction Week, the District Disaster Management Office, Una,
organized a public awareness campaign on earthquake and flood-safe construction across all panchayats in the Una
district. Engineers and technical assistants from the district and block levels raised awareness among villagers
about the importance and methods of safe construction.

Along with government departments, eight non-governmental organizations played an active role in this
campaign. These included EkMaukaEkUmeed Gagret, Ankur Welfare Association Gagret, District Red
Cross Society Una, Blood Lions Una, ChintpurniVikasSamiti Amb, and Society for Human Awareness
Motivation and Action (SHAMA). Additionally, AapdaMitra volunteers and youth volunteers trained by
the District Disaster Management Authority also contributed by educating people at the village level and
in Gram Sabha meetings.

Industries in the Una district also supported the campaign. Nestle India Private Limited, Tahliwal
organized an awareness camp in JalgranTabba village, while Salson Steel Industrial Unit Gagret
conducted awareness activities on safe construction in the Ambota Panchayat of Gagret block.




In the JalgranTabba Gram Panchayat, an awareness camp on safe construction was
organized with the collaboration of the District Disaster Management Office Una, Block Development
Office Una, and Nestle India Limited. The Block Development Officer of Una, Mr. Kishori Lal Verma,
also educated the people present in the Gram Sabha about safe construction practices.




In the Rainsari Gram Panchayat, an awareness camp on safe construction was organized with the
collaboration of the District Disaster Management Office Una, Block Development Office Una, and the
Society for Human Awareness, Motivation, and Action (SHAMA). The Block Development Officer of
Una, Mr. Kishori Lal Verma, alsoinformed the people present in the Gram Sabha about safe construction

practices.










In the Gram Panchayats of Bhadrakali, Amboa, Ghanari, Ambota, and Dangoh in the Gagret block, the
organization EkMaukaEkUmeed from Gagret raised awareness among the people present in the Gram
Sabha on the topics of safe construction and disaster management.




In the Gram Panchayats of Lower Andora, Upper Andora, Sapori, and KuthedaKhairla in Amb block, and
Kalruhi Gram Panchayat in Gagret block, the organization Chintpurni Vikas Samiti Amb raised awareness
among the people present in the Gram Sabha on the topics of safe construction and disaster management.




At the Government Senior Secondary School Ambota, the Ankur organization from Gagret, along with
AapdaMitra volunteers Anita and Ashish, conducted an awareness session on disaster management for
school students. The organization continued this campaign in various schools until October 14, 2024.




In the Balh Gram Panchayat of Bangana block, the Blood Lions organization from Una raised awareness
among people present in the Gram Sabha on the topics of safe construction and disaster management.

In the Badoli Gram Panchayat of Una block, the District Red Cross Society Una raised awareness
among the people present in the Gram Sabha on the topics of safe construction and disaster
management.




In the Ambota Gram Panchayat, the Salson Steel Industrial Unit Gagret and the EkMaukaEkUmeed
organization, with the support of the Block Development Officer of Gagret, raised awareness among the
people present in the Gram Sabha about safe construction practices.

In the Bhadsali Gram Panchayat of Haroli block, Aapda Mitra Jagdeep raised awareness
among the people present in the Gram Sabha on the topic of disaster management.




In Gram Panchayat Palakwah, Development Block Haroli, the youth volunteers of District Disaster Management
raised awareness on the topic of disaster management among the people present in the Gram Sabha.

Youth volunteers from District Disaster Management, Una, participated in the Gram Sabha at Gram
Panchayat Lower Basal, Development Block Una.




In Gram Panchayat Peepalu, Development Block Bangana, Akshay, a disaster volunteer (Aapda Mitra) from
District Disaster Management, raised awareness on the topic of disaster management among the people present in
the Gram Sabha.

2.Nukkad Natak Performance in all Sub Division of District Una

NukkarNatak/ Street Plays served as an effective tool for disseminating crucial information regarding
disaster risks and responses to the community. To ensure the success of this campaign, DDMA Una
collaborate with empanelled Folk groups identified by DPRO Una for the execution of a total 10
NukkarNatak/ Street Play, minimum three in each Sub-division across the District from 1% to 15" October
2024 at mass gathering places. These plays were performed in various location of the district mainly in
public places, schools, Technical Institutions, Colleges etc. to aware the general public and students about

the Disaster Risk Reduction and Safe Construction Practices.










3. Some Glimpse of District level competitions of the Topic of Safe Construction Model organised by
Education Department and DDMA Una:

Block Level Competition:-

Sr. Block Date Venue

No.

1 Una 25.09.2024 G.Girls. SSS Una
2 Haroli 25.09.2024 GSSS Haroli

3 Bangana 25.09.2024 GSSS Thanakalan
4 Gagret 25.09.2024 GSSS Kaloh

5 Amb 25.09.2024 GSSS Amb

Some Glimpses of District Level Competition:-




4. Some Glimpses of various activities conducted in Various schools

Competitions for schools, from 1% to 9™ October 2024 on Disaster Risk Reduction.

iv.

Slogan Writing Competition (on placards).
Quiz Disasters.
Painting and Poster Making Competition.

Essay Writing Competition for Schools.










5.Some Glimpse of remembrance to the peoples who lost their lives due to the disasters on
12" October 2024 in all educational institutions Schools, Colleges, IT1s had conducted the 2
Minutes Silence.




6. Some Glimpse of Mock Drill Activities in all Educational Institutions of District
Una on 14™ October 2024







7. District level Workshop on the Safe Construction practices and EQ retrofitting for
the District level AE, JEs

As a part of this campaign, one of the key activity is a Training and capacity building on safe construction
Practices of ESS Staff, PRIs, ULBs & Education Institutions on Safe Construction Practices. In view of
this, one day awareness workshop on safe construction Practices at DRDA Una for the members of PRI

on 23-09-2024.




8. Some Glimpse of Block Level workshop for Safe Construction Practices




9. Some glimpse of Mock Drill on fire scenario conducted at New Mini
Secretariat, District HQ, Una.

Mock Drill Conducted at New Mini Secretariat, District HQ, Una on 14-10-2024, 11.00 AM to aware the
general public, Office Staff and preparedness of the District Administration.










10.Media Coverage
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